
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING: 

 

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on November 20
th

 2014 in the Cosby 

Community Church Rooms, Croft Road, Cosby. 

............................................................................................................................................................ 

 

Present:     Mrs. M. Silk, Chairman. 

      Mrs. D. Cooper, Mrs. E. Hutton, Mrs. N. Ashby. 

      Mrs. J. Chapman. 

      Mr. M. Howkins, Mr. P. Cave, Mr. S. Pepper. 

 

Apologies:     Ms. C. Pharoah. 

      Mr. A. Tanner. 

      Mr. M. Francis (with accompanying letter of  

             resignation) 

 

Also Present:     Mr. D. Jennings. County Councillor. 

      Mr & Mrs. Warman. Tudor Drive. 

      Mrs. M. Dodd.   Chiltern Avenue. 

      Mr. Thompson.  Chiltern Avenue. 

      Mr. Coles.           Broughton Road. 

      Mrs. Capewell    Broughton Road. 

      Mr. John Hewitt Cambridge Road. 

      Mr. Ryan Hewitt 

      Ms. Claudia Clemente. Barton Willmore Co. 

      Mr. Mark Sitch.     Barton Willmore Co. 

 

Declarations of Interest: 

 

Mrs. Hutton made a Personal Declaration of Interest with regard to planning application (a) on 

the agenda. 

Mrs. N. Ashby made a Personal Declaration of Interest in relation to the visit by the 

representatives of Barton Willmore to discuss the possible development of the Petersfield site on 

the Cambridge Road. 

 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting: 

 

It was proposed by Mrs. Chapman, seconded by Mrs. Hutton that the Minutes of the previous 

meeting, having been circulated, be signed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Matters Arising: 

 

The Clerk outlined several matters arising from the previous minutes. 
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The meeting had taken place said the Clerk between members of the Council and the 

representatives from EMH Homes on the subject of the fence at the property backing onto the 

Park. 

It had been agreed that the fence would be replaced and that the quotation was to hand said the 

Clerk. 

 

The Clerk said that he had attended the meeting of the Licensing Committee in connection with 

the Licence application submitted for the proposed new Co-op at the site of the former Huntsman 

Public House and that this had been granted by the Licensing Committee. 

 

Details of the members of the Council were now up to date on the various Notice Boards said the 

Clerk. 

 

The Clerk reported that he now had a reference number for the eventual removal of the graffiti 

on the M1 Bridge by the Highways Agency. 

 

Replies Received. 

 

The Clerk reported that the following replies had been received. 

 

a) Bray & Bray Solicitors. Ref: Dispute with Accountants.   

b) Bray & Bray Solicitors. Ref: Dispute with Accountants.   

c) Bray & Bray Solicitors  Ref: Dispute with Accountants.   

d) L.C.C.     Ref: Licence for Seasonal Decorations. 

e) B.D.C.     Ref: Licensing Act 2003. Co-op Main St.  

f) EMH Homes.   Ref: Quote for Fencing. 

g) CHT Secretary.   Ref: Visit to the Council. 

h) Leicestershire Police.  Ref: Weight Restriction Signs. 

i) Bray & Bray Solicitors. Ref: Dispute with Accountants. 

 

It was proposed by Mrs. Chapman, seconded by Mrs. Cooper that the quotation received from 

EMH Homes for the replacement of the fence on the property adjacent to the Park be accepted. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

The Clerk reported that the expected visit by the representative from the Community Heartbeat 

Trust had been deferred. 

 

Correspondence: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following items of correspondence had been received. 

 

The Clerk said that he had received a letter of resignation as a member of the Council with 

immediate effect from Mr. Matthew Francis. 

The Clerk said that he would respond to Mr. Francis on behalf of the Council to thank him for 

his service whilst a member of the Council. 
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a) Mr. M. Cooper.   Ref: Notice- Community Bus Project. 

b) Mrs. C.A. Newton.  Ref: Request for a Dog Bin.    

c) B.D.C.     Ref: Data base regarding defibrillators. 

d) B.D.C.     Ref: Civic Carol Concert Invitation. (Chairman) 

e) B.D.C.     Ref: Representations for Co-op Licence. 

f) LRALC.    Ref: Website details. 

g) HMRC.    Ref: PAYE. Outstanding Amount. 

h) Royal British Legion.   Ref: Receipts. 

i) Severn Trent Water.  Ref: Cemetery Water rates. Invoice. 

j) DTM Gardens & Landscapes Ref: October works. Invoice. 

k) Blackrock.   Ref: Investment Statement. 

l) Clerks Direct.   Ref: Magazine. 

m) SLCC.  The Clerk.  Ref: Magazine. 

n) DTM Gardens.   Ref: Cessation of Playground Inspection reports. 

o) B. D. C.     Ref: Carol Concert Notice. 

p) NALC.    Ref: Annual Pay Awards. 

q) Mrs. D. Cooper.   Ref: Graffiti. & Village Planting. 

 

It was proposed by Mrs. Cooper, seconded by Mr. Howkins that the request made for an extra 

Dog Litter Bin on the footpath between Stevenson Gardens and Jamesway is accepted and a new 

bin should be installed. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Planning Application: 

 

The Clerk said that the following Planning application had been received. In view of the number 

of parishioners present with regard to this application the Chairman agreed that this should be 

discussed at this point in the meeting. 

 

a) Mr. Andy Lacy. The Old Forge.  Two storey side & Single storey 

      Front extensions (to include  

      demolition of single storey side  

      extension) 

 

The Clerk explained that he had received and had circulated to members the letters of objection 

to this application. 

The Clerk further outlined the details of his communication with the Planning department at the 

District Council with regard to this application. 

 

Mrs. Cooper reported that she had visited the Planning Department at the District Council on 

Tuesday and had seen that this application had already been approved.  

Mr. Jennings said that this would have been done using the Delegated Powers that Officers had 

to determine applications which did not go to the Planning Committee for determination. 
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Mrs. Chapman said that she had been able to download the letter of approval that had been 

printed with regard to this application. 

 

The Clerk said that he was flabbergasted to learn that this application had already been approved 

in the light of his conversation with the case officer Jane Toon and the assurance given that in the 

light of the non receipt of this application, it would not be determined prior to the Council having 

the opportunity to examine it at the meeting. 

 

Mrs. Warman, the owner of two adjacent properties to the application site said that she had asked 

to see Miss Toon but that this request had been declined and that she had seen Mr. Lloyd Bird at 

the District Council offices and had been told that her concerns about the loss of light for her 

tenants in the neighbouring properties was irrelevant. 

 

Mrs. Warman said that she had asked whether a site meeting had taken place, but understood that 

no such meeting had taken place. 

 

In answer to the question posed whether all letters of objection would have been read, Mr. 

Jennings said that all letters would have been read even thought this application had been dealt 

with using Delegated Powers. 

 

Mr. Jennings said that he would ask for an investigation into this matter from the Leader of the 

Council. 

Mrs. Silk asked whether or not Mrs Warman had received any response to her letters of 

objection. 

Mrs. Warman replied that she had not. 

 

Mr. Howkins asked whether or not the District Council normally entered into debate with people 

making objections. 

Mr. Jennings said that this could happen. 

 

Mr. Howkins said that it was deplorable that the Parish Council had not had the opportunity to 

make any comment. 

 

Mrs. Warman said that she felt that her views had been totally discounted and that the matter of 

how this had been done was completely undemocratic. 

Mr. Scott, one of the tenants involved, said that he would be seeking legal advice. 

Mr. Jennings pointed out that it was always possible to make a complaint to the Local 

Government Ombudsman. 

 

Mrs. Chapman pointed out that once an approval has been given there is no right of appeal by 

anyone that opposed the original application. 

 

The Clerk said that he would write to the District Council Planning Department on this issue on 

behalf of the Council and the parishioners who had objected. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

            Page 4. 



At this point in the meeting at 8.17pm Ms. Claudia Clement, Mr. Mark Sitch a Company Partner 

in the Company Barton Willmore along with Mr. John Hewitt and Mr. Ryan Hewitt joined the 

meeting. 

 

Visit by Claudia Clemente & Mr. John Hewitt. Ref: Development of Hewitt’s site. 

 

Ms. Clemente said that her company had been working in collaboration with the District Council 

on a scheme to develop the site now being used by Mr. Hewitt as Petersfield Products. 

It was hoped to bring these discussion to a conclusion with the development of a housing 

scheme, said Ms. Clemente. 

She said that she had heard the concerns of the Council as previously expressed on the passage 

through the village of HGV’s. 

 

Ms. Clemente circulated to members of the Councils a schematic plan of what was being 

proposed. 

She explained the presence on the plans of an area of allotments and wondered whether or not 

the Parish Council might be interested in administering the allotment site. 

 

Mrs. Chapman asked if the site was likely to include some bungalows. 

 

Mrs. Dodd, a householder of a property that would be adjacent to this proposed site asked 

whether or not the football pitch or children’s play area being suggested was likely to 

compromise security of such properties. 

Mr. Thompson, also a property owner likely to be affected, mentioned his concerns about 

security. 

 

Ms. Clemente said that her company hoped to be able to hold a Public Consultation exhibition 

sometime in early 2015. 

 

Mr. Cave asked how many dwellings were being proposed. 

Ms. Clemente replied that the number was up to 180. 

 

Mrs Dodd mentioned the urgent need to address the road safety issue surrounding the absence of 

a footpath between this site and the village. 

 

The Chairman thanked Ms. Clemente, Mr. Sitch and the two Mr. Hewitt’s for their attendance, at 

which point they left the meeting. 

 

Playground Inspection Reports. 

 

The Clerk reported that he had received three recent reports along with the indication that DTM 

Gardens intended to stop providing these reports from the end of the year.  

 

Parish Councillor’s Surgery Report. 
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Date: Thursday 13
th

 November 2014 

Councillors in attendance: Mike Howkins 

Alan Tanner 

 

 Issue Outcome 

1 A large number of vehicles are entering Park Close, 

turning round and exiting.  This problem has been going 

on for some time.  It may have been exasperated 

recently with the building work on Coates’ Yard and the 

traffic lights on Park Road.  Could some sign be placed 

to inform drivers that Park Close is a cul-de-sac? 

 

2 Entry off The Nook, adjacent to 16 A/B/C/D The Nook.  

Fence is falling down and looking dangerous.  The fence 

separates this area from Bakery Close.  Some dispute 

over who has responsibility for the fence.  East 

Midlands Homes, who own 16 A/B/C/D The Nook, 

have not been helpful. 

 

3 Alan Barber asked if we could consider reinstating the 

rose garden in the cemetery.  Twelve roses would 

suffice. 

 

4 Cosby Library busy during council surgery session. For information 

 

It was agreed that the rose garden could be re-instated. 

 

Memorials: 

The Clerk reported that the following memorial application had been received. 

 

a) W.W.Busby & Sons.    ref: All polished Black granite Book memorial. The late Barbara  

       Lambert. 

b) Fishers (Leicester) Ltd. ref: Additional Inscription on the John Driver memorial. 

 

It was proposed by Mrs. Chapman, seconded by Mrs. Hutton that these applications be approved. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Planning Applications: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following Planning applications had been received. 
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a) Mr. Andy Lacy. The Old Forge. Two storey side & Single storey 

     Front extensions (to include demolition of single 

     Storey side extension)     

           

b) Land to rear. 1 Starmer Close.  Erection of two detached     

      dwellings. 

 

c) Land at The Ridges Main St.  Residential development of 8  new dwellings,  

      alteration to The Ridges (including demolition of  

      existing garage) and associated access (Revised  

      Scheme) 

 

d) Mr. T. Jones.  9, The Nook.  Single Storey Rear Extension 

 

The application (a) was dealt with earlier in the meeting and the Clerk was asked to write to the 

District Council regarding this application. 

 

The Clerk was further asked to observe on the application (b) insofar as there were concerns 

expressed by the Council on the possible traffic implications at this location. 

 

The Clerk was further asked to express the Councils objections to the application (c) and in 

particular the traffic implications associated with the access and exit at the site. 

The Clerk said that he would also re-state the previous points made when the previous 

application for the development of this site had been received. 

This was agreed. 

 

Planning Approvals etc: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following Planning approvals had been received. 

 

a) Mr & Mrs. Cox.   1, Portland Street.   Dated 28.08.2014. 

b) J.G.Pepper & Son. Foxlands Farm. Dated 16.09.2014. 

c) Mr & Mrs. Mullaney. 108, Chiltern Ave. Dated 02.10.2014. 

 

Authorisation of the Accounts: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following accounts had all been paid. 

 

HMCTS  Court Fee via Bray & Bray.     £     115.00 

Bailey Punshon Ltd. Payroll Administration.     £     126.00 

Street Orderly (1) October.       £     357.14 

Street Orderly (2) October.       £     213.98 

Street Orderly (2) extra work done £ 8.23 + £ 28.24 sundries.  £       52.93 
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Cemetery Work   October. + £27.76 petrol + £3.00 sundries.  £     432.16 

Clerk’s salary       October £ 974.13  + £ 12.43 phone.  

       + £ 15.45 postage. 

       + £ 35.97 warranties (3)  £  1,037.98 

Bray & Bray Solicitors Fees.       £     180.00 

Clerk’s Contractual payment.       £  1,584.12 

ADT Fire & Security plc. CCTV Maintenance.    £     473.58 

DTM Gardens & Landscapes Ltd.  Invoice No 5951.   £     740.40 

HMRC PAYE Payments. Months 4 & 5.     £     810.12 

HMRC PAYE Payment.  October.      £     412.83 

DTM Gardens & Landscapes Ltd.  Invoice No 5965.   £     442.20 

Severn Trent Water Cemetery Water Rates.     £       17.34 

Newave Electricals.  Light Bulbs.      £     549.36 

Mrs. D. Cooper.        Plants.       £       36.80 

 

It was proposed by Mr. Howkins, seconded by Mrs. Hutton, that the foregoing accounts be 

adopted. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Other Business: 

 

Mrs. Cooper said that she would be undertaking the planting at the Village Hall in the near future 

 

Mr. Pepper said that he was working on the quote that had been requested for work at the Pinfold 

and that this would be available soon. 

 

Mrs. Chapman said that it would be necessary to convene the Salaries and Wages Sub 

Committee meeting and also to hold a meeting of the Playground Sub-Committee as well. 

 

Mrs. Hutton asked why it was that the no. 84 Arriva Bus was now using Main Street. 

The Clerk replied that this had been checked with Arriva and that this was the 84 bus that ended 

its journey in Cosby as opposed to those that went on to Lutterworth, which still went along Park 

Road. 

 

Mrs. Hutton reported that the County Council was working on the condition of various stiles 

around the village. 

 

Mr. Howkins said that he would communicate the decision to Mr. Barber regarding the planting 

of rose bushes in the Cemetery. 

 

Mrs. Silk mentioned the problem associated with pampas grass on the pavement at the corner of 

Main Street and Park Road. 

 

Mr. Jennings reported briefly on the situation relating to the County Council’s views on the 

future of Libraries, and also on the decision to make £200 million pounds of further cuts. 
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There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20pm. 

               

 

 

 

         ................................................ 

         Chairman.  18.12.2014. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 


