
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING: 

 

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on October 16
th

 2014 in the Cosby 

Community Church Rooms, Croft Road, Cosby. 

............................................................................................................................................................ 

 

  Present:     Mrs. M. Silk. Chairman. 

      Mrs. D. Cooper, Mrs. E. Hutton, Mrs. N. Ashby 

      Mrs. J. Chapman, Ms. C. Pharoah. 

      Mr. M. Howkins, Mr. M. Francis, Mr. S. Pepper. 

      Mr. A. Tanner. 

 

Apologies:     County Councillor David Jennings. 

 

Declaration of Interest: 

 

Mr. S. Pepper made a Personal and prejudicial Declaration of Interest with regard to the item (a) 

under Planning applications which related to Hedgerow Regulations at Foxlands Farm. 

 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting: 

 

The Clerk said that it had been noted that the word “illicit” on page 2 of the previous minutes 

should have read “elicit”  

It was proposed by Ms. Pharoah, seconded by Mr. Howkins that the Minutes of the previous 

meeting, having been circulated, be signed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Matters Arising: 

 

The Clerk outlined several matters arising from the previous minutes. 

 

A meeting would be arranged said the Clerk with EMH Homes regarding the issue of the fence 

adjacent to the park. 

 

The Clerk said that he had submitted the Council’s views on the proposed licensing hours for the 

proposed Co-op store in Main Street and he would attend the Licensing hearing. 

 

Various issues that had been identified as requiring attention had been brought to the attention of 

DTM Gardens said the Clerk. 

 

The Clerk reported that he had spoken to the Manager of the Arriva Bus Service on the issues 

raised regarding bus routes through the village and had been assured that this matter would be 

investigated. 

 

Mr. Pepper asked whether the Council had asked for a written quote from Totally Trees for the 
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The Clerk replied that a written quote had been obtained and that in consultation with both the 

Chairman and the convenor of the Environment Sub Committee he had asked that the work be 

set in hand. 

The Clerk also stated that the quote accepted was the lower of the quotes received. 

 

Replies Received. 

 

The Clerk reported that the following replies had been received. 

 

a) British Telecom.   Ref: Adoption of Red Kiosk in the Nook. 

b) Community Heartbeat Trust.  Ref: Attending a meeting. 

 n.b. The reply here indicates that someone will be able to attend the November meeting. 

c) Bray & Bray.    Ref: Dispute with Accountants.   

d)  Bray & Bray.    Ref: Dispute with Accountants.   

e) The Licensing Team.   Ref: Licensing Application Main Street. 

f)  David Forty.    Ref: Cosby Sign and the bench completed.  

 

The Clerk said that to date he had not received a reply from DTM Gardens on the request for a 

quote for the pinfold or a response to the letter about various works required. 

Nor had he had a response from the manager at the Croft Quarry, said the Clerk. 

 

Mrs. Silk noted that the weeds along the jitty way between Countesthorpe Road and Tudor Drive 

were growing back again. 

Ms. Pharoah said that she was sure that these would die back and that Mr. Forty had removed a 

large amount of sizeable shrubs whilst doing this work. 

 

Correspondence: 

 

Prior to the items of correspondence being considered Mr. Nigel Thomas gave an update to the 

Council on the situation regarding the Consultation process relating to the future of the 

Leicestershire Library Service. 

 

He said that at the moment there were various suggestions being looked at and that the date of 

November 19
th

 was when the matter went back to the County Council Cabinet. 

He said that it was not automatic that libraries will close, but that if the service could not be run 

with some limitations then closure might have to be considered. 

 

It might be, said Mr. Thomas, that there may need to be another consultation process set in hand. 

 

Mrs. Silk said that Mrs. Chapman, Ms. Pharoah, Mr. Tanner and herself had spent a whole 

afternoon filling in the Consultation form and that it appeared that nothing had been formally 

logged to indicate this. 

Mrs. Silk also contended that it would not be an easy task to get volunteers to run the Library. 

 

Mr. Thomas replied that every submission to the Consultation process was read. 
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Ms. Pharoah asked for more clarification as to what support might be offered to communities 

considering taking some responsibility for their library. 

 

Mr. Thomas replied that this had been outlined in the consultation documentation, but that it was 

thought that a period of five years would be suitable for the County Council to undertake such 

things as building repairs, ensuring an adequate book stock and computer provision and that it 

was intended to have a liaison officer across the County to ensure that this support was available. 

He said that it was intended to ask any partnership to supply the staffing resource. 

 

Ms. Pharoah said that she was seriously worried about the short nature of the time frame in this 

respect. 

 

Mrs. Hutton raised the situation that seemed to happening in Lincolnshire where it seemed that 

the decision of the Council had been challenged in the courts. 

Mr. Thomas replied that he had been actively involved in the Lincolnshire situation and that 

what had transpired was that the Council’s decision had been basically flawed and that a judicial 

review had taken place, to look into the matter. 

 

Mrs. Chapman asked what the position was regarding the City Libraries. 

Mr. Thomas said that as far as he knew the budgets for City libraries were being cut as well. 

 

Mr. Tanner asked if Mr. Thomas would let the Clerk have details of the Cabinet meeting on the 

19
th

 November and would it be possible for the public to attend. 

Mr. Thomas replied that Cabinet meetings are closely structured. 

 

Mrs. Cooper enquired as the sort of training that local volunteers might get. 

Mr. Thomas mentioned again the liaison officers would be a key part of this issue. 

 

Ms. Pharoah asked how quickly after the meeting of November 19
th

 would a decision be made 

known. 

Mr. Thomas said that it was likely that it would be available within a week of the meeting. 

 

Mrs. Silk thanked Mr. Thomas for his attendance at the meeting and at this point in the meeting 

he left. 

 

The Clerk reported that the following items of correspondence had been received 

 

a) HMRC.     Ref: Notice of Penalty Determination. 

b) Mrs. Susan Newey.  Ref: Trees in the Churchyard.   

c) Mrs. Anne Frew.   Ref: The Annual Toc H Duck Race. (enc) 

d) Andrew Deptford.  Ref: Sale of Defibrillators. 

e) Blaby D.C.    Ref: Make a Difference poster. 

f) Blaby D.C.    Ref: Confirmation of precept payment. 

g) Blaby D.C.    Ref: Barking Dogs Complaint.   

h) L.C.C.     Ref: Seasonal Decorations application. 
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i) Royal British Legion.  Ref: Supply of Remembrance Crosses. 

j) Leicestershire Police.  Ref: Briefing Meeting.    

k) B.T.     Ref: The use of Red Telephone Boxes. 

l) E.On.     Ref: Installing Smart Meters. 

m) FIT.     Ref: Fields in Trust Newsletter. 

n) Blackrock.   Ref: Charinco Investment Funds. 

o) The Courier.   Ref: Community Newspaper. 

p) Leicestershire Matters.  Ref: Magazine. 

 

The Clerk explained the correspondence from HMRC, which he said, related to the non payment 

of the Council’s PAYE by the former company employed to look after the Councils affairs in 

this regard. 

The Clerk said that this figure would be added to the claim currently being made through the 

Courts. 

 

Cosby Parish Council Surgeries:  

Monday 6
th

 October 2014 

In attendance: Councillor Mike Howkins 

1. State of brook – vegetation overgrown – reported that this is in hand and on the work 

schedule. 

2. Tree overhanging the path close to the Narborough Road pedestrian crossing (Library 

side of the road) is in need of cutting back  

3. Willow tree overhanging the road by the brook, opposite Bangla Lodge and adjacent to 

the road bridge, is in need of cutting back. 

 

Thursday 9
th

 October 2014 

 

In attendance: Councillors Cheryl Pharoah and Alan Tanner 

 

1. Future of library – parishioner informed we await the outcome of the next County Council 

meeting before we discuss this further at Parish Council level 

 
2. Parishioner reported a drain at the junction of Shuttleworth Lane and Broughton Road 

completely blocked with vegetation. 

The Clerk would report the blocked drain. 

 

Memorials: 

 

The Clerk reported that there were none to consider. 
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 Planning Applications. 

 

The Clerk reported that the following Planning applications had been received. 

 

a) Hedgerows Regulations 1997. Hedgerow Removal Notice: Foxlands Farm. 

b) Hedgerows Regulations 1997. Hedgerow Removal Notice: Crossways Farm. 

c) Mr & Mrs. Mullaney   108, Chiltern Avenue.    Single storey front and rear extensions, two  

               storey side extension (to include demolition  

               of garage to the rear) 

 

Mr. Pepper withdrew whilst this item was being discussed. 

There were no observations made on any of these applications. 

 

Planning Approvals etc: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following Planning approvals/refusals had been received. 

 

a) Mr. Andrew Lacy.  The Old Forge. Broughton Road.  Dated 01.08.2014. 

b) Mr. Mark Rojahn.     3, Kingsfield Road.   Dated 15.07.2014. 

c) Mrs. Alison Ramoutar 10, Elm Tree Road.   Dated 26.08.2014 refusal. 

 

Authorisation of the Accounts: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following accounts had all been paid. 

 

Street Orderly (1)  Sept.      £      357.14 

Street Orderly (2)  Sept.      £      213.98 

Cemetery Worker. Sept.      £      401.60 

Clerk’s Salary        Sept.  £974.13 + £ 12.43 Phone.  

                      + £ 13.80 Postage. 

           + £ 14.99 Office Supplies £   1,015.35 

Mole Aggregates Village Hall Drain Cover.    £      348.00 

HMRC. Paye & NI payments.     £      412.63 

Blaby D.C. Litter Collections July – Sept.     £   1,165.01 

E.On Electricity.       £      120.38 

HMRC Penalty Determination.     £      400.00 

David Graham. New Notice Board Mount Road.   £      985.00 

Royal British Legion.  Poppy Crosses.    £      120.00 

Royal British Legion.   Poppy Wreath.    £        75.00 

 

It was proposed by Mrs. Chapman, seconded by Mr. Pepper that the foregoing accounts be 

adopted. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Other Business: 
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Mr. Francis said that the recent meeting that he had attended at the Blaby Boys Club had been a 

very enjoyable event. The set up he said was unbelievable with some wonderful facilities. 

 

Ms. Pharoah asked if the Clerk would bring the details of Councillors up to date in the Notice 

Boards. 

 

Ms. Pharoah mentioned the ongoing problems of lorries travelling through the village seemingly 

without any legitimate reasons to do so. 

It may be now time she suggested to undertake some form of informal monitoring of this 

situation. 

 

Ms. Pharoah said that a parishioner had expressed concerns to her about the bollards across the 

entrance to the building site at the former Coates Yard depot in Main Street. It was hoped that 

these would not form the permanent wall at this point. 

 

Ms. Pharoah presented her apologies for the November meeting. 

 

Mr. Howkins said that he had amended the Notice regarding the vacancy on the Council a couple 

of times and wondered whether it was worth continuing to do this so soon before the next 

elections which were due in May 2015. 

It was agreed to continue to advertise the vacancy. 

 

Mrs. Cooper asked the Clerk to read the letter he had recently sent to DTM Gardens. 

The Clerk duly read out the letter. 

 

Mrs. Cooper mentioned the graffiti which was on the Motorway Bridge on the Countesthorpe 

Road. 

 

Mrs. Chapman said that she believed it was definitely time to undertake a traffic survey. 

Mrs. Silk suggested that the Traffic Sub-Committee might be required again. 

 

Mrs. Silk highlighted the problems of people trying to cross at the Zebra crossing in the Nook, 

saying that a friend had nearly been hit recently. 

 

Mrs. Chapman reported that a car had recently gone into the hedge on the Countesthorpe Road, 

which would no doubt be recorded in the Police accident records. 

 

Mrs. Silk reminded members that it was remembrance Sunday on November 9
th

 and that 

members of the Councils attended. 

 

The Clerk said that he had received details from Mr. John Hemes, who was presently looking 

after the items of PA equipment, that there were three items that needed to be written off. 

These were: 

Sony MiniDisk Deck   Model No MDS-JE 440 S/N 6604730 

Denon CD Player         Model No DCD-435      S/N 0034585436 
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It was proposed by Ms. Pharoah, seconded by Mrs. Chapman that these items be written off and 

removed from the Register of Fixed Assets. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.00pm. 

 

 

          

 

         .............................................. 

         Mrs. M. Silk, Chairman. 
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