
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING: 

 

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on September 18
th

 2014 in the Cosby 

Community Church Rooms, Croft Road, Cosby. 

........................................................................................................................................................ 

 

Present:      Mrs. M. Silk, Chairman. 

       Mrs. J. Chapman, Mrs. D. Cooper. 

       Mrs. N. Ashby, Ms. C. Pharoah. 

       Mr. M. Howkins. 

 

Apologies:      Mr. M. Francis, Mr. S. Pepper, 

       Mr. A. Tanner Mrs. E. Hutton. 

 

Also Present:      Mr. D. Jennings, County Councillor. 

       Mrs. D. Brown White Barn Drive. 

       Mrs. A. Hillyard. Ash Tree Road. 

 

Declarations of Interest: 

 

There were none. 

 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting: 

 

It was proposed by Ms. Pharoah, seconded by Mrs. Cooper, that the Minutes of the previous 

meeting having been circulated, be signed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Matters Arising: 

 

The Clerk outlined several matters arising from the previous minutes. 

 

With regard to the visit from someone to explain the use of a defibrillator, the Clerk said that he 

had not arranged the visit for this meeting as he was in the process of concluding the 

arrangement to adopt the red telephone kiosk in the Nook which might be used for such a 

purpose. 

 

The Clerk reported that he had sent the letter to the Library Consultation process as had been 

drafted by the sub -committee. 

 

The Invoice for the Cemetery pathways had now been paid said the Clerk. 

 

Arrangements had also been made with David Forty to clear the weeds in the jitty and that this 

work had been done. 
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The Clerk said that he would ask DTM Gardens to attend to the tree growing from the side of the 

brook bank near to the Bunning Hall. 

 

Ms. Pharoah asked whether the Clerk had any information on the use of VAS to which the Clerk 

replied that he had been unable to illicit any useful information at the moment. 

 

Replies Received 

 

The following replies have been received. 

 

a) L.C.C.    Ref: Weight Restriction Signage. Shuttleworth Lane.  

b) Mr. Alan Barber.  Ref: Cemetery Payment      

c) B.T.    Ref: Adopt a Red Telephone Box. 

d) Totally Trees.  Ref: Tree Works for the Park. 

e) David Forty.  Ref: Minor Works. 

 

The Clerk asked County Councillor Mr. Jennings to note the length of time that it had taken to 

receive the reply from the County Council to his letter of April 10
th

 on the subject of weight 

restriction signage at Shuttleworth lane. 

 

The Clerk said that he had received the details of the work to be done on the Park from Totally 

Trees and after discussion with the Chairman and the Convenor of the Environment Sub-

Committee he had asked Totally Trees to undertake the work. 

 

Mr. David Forty had done the work on the Jitty and had been paid for 5 hours work on this task 

said the Clerk. 

 

Correspondence. 

 

The Clerk reported that the following items of correspondence had been received. 

 

a) Mrs. J. Franklin.  Ref: Churchyard Trees.      

b) Mrs. D. Brown.  Ref: Hedgerow adjacent to the Park.    

c) Mrs. A. Hillyard.  Ref: Hedgerow adjacent to the Park.  

d) EMH Homes.  Ref: Hedgerow adjacent to the Park.   

e) Blaby D.C.   Ref: Community Safety Partnerships.   

f) Blaby D.C.  Ref: Review of Polling Districts & Places. 

g) Blaby D.C.   Ref: Postal Addresses for Church Farm Close.   

h) Blaby D.C.  Ref: Register of Electors Amendments. 

i) Blaby D.C.   Ref: Register of Electors Amendments. 

j) Blaby D.C.   Ref: Centre Stage. 

k) Bray & Bray.  Ref: Dispute with Accountants. 

l) L. & R.A.L.C.   Ref: Recruitment of Parish Councillors.    

m) C.W.G.C.   Ref: Commonwealth War Graves Commission. 

n) E oN.    Ref: Smart Metering. 
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p) ADT.   Ref: CCTV equipment.     

q) Santander.  Ref: Account Summary Sept 2013 – Sept 2014. 

r) Blackrock.  Ref: Charinco Interim Report. 

s) S.L.C.C.    Ref: A.G.M. Notice. 

t) R.C.C.    Ref: Annual Review 2013/2014 

u) The Courier.  Ref: Voluntary Community Journal. 

v) The Clerk.  Ref: Magazine. 

w) Clerk’s Direct.  Ref: Magazine. 

x) P.C. World.  Ref: Magazine. 

 

The Clerk said that the correspondence relating to the condition of the hedge at the rear of the 

property in White Barn Drive that bordered the park had been circulated to members prior to the 

meeting and that in addition he had placed on the table for the meeting a copy of the letter that he 

had received from EMH Homes, the landlords of the property. 

 

The Clerk drew member’s attention to the copy of the letter that he had sent to Mrs. Brown in 

2008 on this subject. 

 

Mrs. Brown and her daughter Mrs. Hillyard were present at the meeting said the Clerk. 

 

Mrs. Chapman suggested that it would be a good idea for the Council to liaise with EMH Homes 

on this matter. 

Mrs. Silk explained that the position of the football/basketball stand had been looked at carefully 

when it was decided to install this piece of equipment on the park and that there had been no 

suitable alternative site. 

 

Mrs. Brown explained that the problem was that footballs were being kicked at the basket ball 

ring and rebounding into her garden and those youths in search of the ball were breaking down 

her hedge and fence. 

Mr. Howkins suggested that a solution might be to remove the basket ball ring from the 

apparatus. 

 

Ms. Pharoah agreed and said that the ring should be removed. 

 

The Clerk assured Mrs. Brown and Mrs.Hillyard that he would write to EMH Homes and would 

arrange a meeting to discuss this problem and that he would let them know when this meeting 

would be held. 

 

With reference to the letter from the L. & R.A.L.C. on the recruitment of Parish Councillors, 

Mrs. Silk asked what the Council could do to fill the outstanding vacancy that still exists to bring 

the number of members up to 12. 

She said that she knew of somebody that might be interested in being co-opted. 

 

Mrs. Ashby asked how the vacancy was being advertised, and suggested that the Council might 

consider approaching Pre School settings to find a focussed audience. 
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Discussion took place on the letter from the Parochial Church Council and the cutting of the 

grass and the tree works required. 

 

The Huntsman Public House: Licence Application. 

 

Discussion took place on the proposed Licensing Hours of the proposed new Co-op at the former 

Huntsman Public House site. 

The Clerk was asked to write and make the observation that the proposed hours were excessive. 

 

Playground Reports: 

 

The Clerk said that he had received the usual Playground reports. 

 

Pinfold Sub Committee Report. 
 

The Sub-committee’s scheme had been circulated prior to the meeting, said the Clerk and he was 

seeking quotes for the work to be done and was also writing to the Manager of Bardon 

Aggregates at Croft Quarry to see if there was any likelihood of being supplied with some stone 

for the scheme. 

 

Parish Council Surgeries. 

 

Monday 8
th

 September 2014 

In attendance: Councillors Mike Howkins and Elaine Hutton 

1. State of brook – vegetation cut but not removed; needs roots removing; Ash Tree Road 

section still bad; self set trees in concrete gully opposite ‘The Huntsman’.  Much of the 

length of the brook through the village is in a concrete conduit, so removal should be 

relatively easy. 

2. ‘The Huntsman’ – how is the planning procedure progressing?  

3. Park exit on to Naborough Road – vegetation need pruning back. 

4. Library situation – how is that progressing? 

5. Notification of closure of footpaths for Victory Show.  What is the procedure and was the 

parish council consulted? 

6. State of the hedge at the junction of Tudor Drive and Countesthorpe Road, needs cutting 

back from the path. 

7. Branches of tree on the green at the junction of Tudor Road and Countesthorpe Road, 

needs pruning back from the seat. 

8. Some footpath stiles around the village in need of repair. 

a) Third stile along the footpath at right angles to Broughton Road opposite the Cosby 

Golf Club car park entrance. 

b) Second stile on footpath from the bend on Countesthorpe Road towards Bramble 
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9. Footpath adjacent to 2 Cromford Road out on to Whetstone Golf Course – in need of 

minor pruning. 

10. Pavement outside 6 Cromford Road – surface being broken up by conifer in front garden. 

11. Trees between village hall/library car park and cricket field need pruning. 

 

Mrs. Silk said that there was not a Surgery report for the Thursday morning as the items were 

incorporated into the report for Monday. 

Mrs. Silk said that she felt that the lists were getting longer and longer and that answers could 

well be given on the day to many of the points raised. 

Ms. Pharoah agreed and said that items should only be included where the Council had powers to 

do something about the problem. 

 

Memorials: 

 

The Clerk reported that an application had been received from the Co-operative Memorials for 

an additional inscription. The late Mr Brian Smith. 

It was proposed by Ms. Pharoah, seconded by Mrs. Chapman that this application be approved.  

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Planning Applications. 

 

The Clerk reported that the following Planning Applications had been received. 

 

a) Mr. Mark Rojahn. 14, Kingsfield Road.   Demolition of existing  

         dwelling and erection of two  

         store detached dwelling and  

         detached double garage at  

         rear. (Revised) 

 

b) Mr. Chris Willey.  Land adj 7, Chapel Lane.  Erection of 1 one bedroom 

       dwelling with associated  

       parking to include demolition 

       of existing workshop and  

       garage. 

 

c) Mr. Nicholas Cockerill. 27, Elm Tree Road.   Cutting back overhanging  

         branches of a Beech Tree. 

 

d) Miss Tracey Riley. 5, Cambridge Road.   Tarmac over the grass verge  

         at front of the property( land  

         owned by Leicestershire  

         County Council) 
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N.b These applications were seen by members of the Council prior to the return date and 

       various observations and objections made. 

 

e) Mr. Andrew Lacy.  The Old Forge.  Change of Use and extension  

         to form offices (Class B1) 

 

f) Mr. Andrew Lacy.  The Old Forge.  Amended Plans Rev. A  

         Velux. 

 

g) Mr & Mrs. Cox.   1, Portland St.   Single storey rear extension 

        (To include demolition of  

        existing conservatory) 

h) Mrs. Alison Ramoutar.  10, Elm Tree Rd.  Extensions and alterations  

         to existing dwelling. 

There were no observations made on any of these applications. 

Planning Approvals: 

The Clerk reported that the following Planning Approvals had been received. 

 

a) Mr. John Lambert.  The Turn Broughton Road.  Dated 11.06.2014. 

b) Mr & Mrs. Crispin.  75, Narborough Road.   Dated 04.07.2014. 

c) Mrs. R. Hillier.   22, Elm Tree Road.   Dated 09.07.2014. 

d) Mr. Nicholas Cockerill.  27, Elm Tree Road.   Dated 22.07.2014. 

Authorisation of the Accounts 

The Clerk reported that the following accounts had all been paid. 

 

Cosby Treecare. Pinfold.      £    1,008.00 

ADT Fire & Security CCTV Maintenance.     £       102.00 

Street Orderly (1) July.       £       357.14 

Street Orderly (2) July.       £       214.01 

Cemetery Maintenance Officer. (July) + Petrol £30.17   £       433.17 

Clerk’s Salary £974.13 + £ 12.43 Phone + £13.80 Postage 

                    + £ 47.96 Warranties. (4)  £    1,046.96 

Chapman’s Garden Machinery Mower Repairs.        £         86.03 

D.T.M. Gardens & Landscapes Ltd. Cemetery Pathways.   £  32,345.47 

Grant Thornton UK. Annual Audit Fee.     £       360.00 

Street Orderly (1) August.       £       357.14 

Street Orderly (2) August.       £       213.98 
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Street Orderly (2) Additional Works. 5 hours.    £        41.15 

Cemetery Maintenance Officer. (August)     £      401.40 

Clerk’s salary £974.13  + £ 12.43 Phone.     £      986.56 

Chapman’s Garden Machinery Mower Repairs.     £        55.62 

D.T.M. Gardens & Landscapes Ltd.  Invoice No 5873.   £   1,038.60 

J.G.Pepper & Sons  Victory Show Donation.     £   1,000.00 

Bray & Bray Solicitors.       £      300.00 

D.T.M. Gardens & Landscapes Ltd.  Invoice No 5906   £      740.00 

E oN Electricity.  Cemetery Electricity.     £        23.12 

E.oN Electricity Charges.       £        68.77 

 

It was proposed by Ms. Pharoah, seconded by Mrs. Chapman that the foregoing accounts be 

adopted. 

 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Other Business: 

 

Mrs. Chapman said that she had received the Housing Needs Survey from the District Council 

and wondered whether other members of the Council were intending to fill this in. 

It was generally agreed that some members would send in their replies to this survey. 

 

Mrs. Chapman mentioned that there were still heavy goods vehicles coming through the village 

in contravention of the 7.5 tonne limits. 

She wondered whether it was perhaps time to conduct another survey on this problem. 

It was generally agreed to look into this suggestion. 

Mrs. Cooper said that there may be some heavy lorries due to the building work going on.  

Mrs. Chapman said that her perception of the problem was it was those lorries passing through 

the village with no legitimate business to do so. 

 

Mr. Howkins mentioned some issues connected with the Village Hall, one being that complaints 

had been received about drug dealing activity on the Car park. It was re-iterated that in these 

instances the police should be contacted. 

 

Mr. Howkins queried the use of the CCTV cameras and asked whose responsibility it was to use 

this facility. 

The Clerk replied that a member of the Village Hall Committee also had the key to the CCTV 

box. 

 

Mr. Howkins asked if the trees on the fence to the Village hall could be cut back to enable the 

safety lights to be seen. 

 

Mrs. Cooper mentioned a number of issues that required to be dealt with by DTM Gardens. 

The Clerk said that he would pass this information onto DTM. 
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Ms. Pharoah asked if the Clerk could check whether or not as had been asserted, Whetstone 

Parish Council had any information that might be useful regarding VAS. 

 

Ms. Pharoah said that the recently installed seat on Croft Road needed to be re-varnished. 

The Clerk said that he would ask David Forty to undertake this job. 

 

Ms. Pharoah said that she had mentioned to the Clerk that the Cemetery gate didn’t seem to be 

closing properly, when she had indicated that the DTM invoice could be paid. 

 

Ms. Pharoah also mentioned that the graves on the cemetery need to be weed sprayed again as 

they looked in a poor state. 

 

Ms. Pharoah mentioned several issues connected with the Arriva Bus service, one being that an 

84 Bus had been spotted going along Main Street past the Church which was not a bus route and 

was therefore missing out several stops on Park Road. Also it seemed that the service was not 

always going onto Broughton Astley but was terminating in Cosby. 

 

Mrs. Chapman said that there was also the case of an Arriva Bus going out of the village at about 

6pm every day along the Croft Road, which was also not a regular bus route. 

The Clerk would contact Arriva on these issues. 

 

Mrs. Silk mentioned that the dog bin at the top end of the park needed replacing. 

 

Mr. Jennings said that the County Council was being required to make extra cuts or savings of 

£110m. 

It was being suggested said Mr. Jennings that all the street lights might be switched off as part of 

this savings exercise, but that he was sure that this would not happen. 

 

There was to be a meeting of members of the County Council to look into the situation regarding 

the closure of certain Libraries, Cosby being one such library facing closure, said Mr. Jennings 

and that he was one of the members due to be looking into this situation. 

 

Mrs. Silk said that it might be a good idea on the subject of achieving a full complement of 

members of the Parish Council to put out a letter with the Cosby News inviting people to come 

forward for co-option. 

 

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.06pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

         ............................................ 

         Mrs. M. Silk, Chairman. 
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