
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING: 

 

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on June 19
th

 2014 in the Cosby 

Community Church Rooms, Croft Road, Cosby. 

......................................................................................................................................................... 

 

Present:     Mrs. M. Silk, Chairman. 

      Mrs. J. Chapman, Mrs. D. Cooper,  

      Ms. C. Pharoah. 

      Mr. M. Howkins, Mr. P. Cave, Mr. A. Tanner. 

 

Apologies:     Mrs. E. Hutton, Mr. M. Francis, Mr. S. Pepper. 

      Mr. D. Jennings. County Councillor. 

 

Also Present:     Mrs. N. Ashby.  Cambridge Road. 

      Mr. Graham Anderson.  Cosby Village Hall. 

      Mr. M. Cooper. Mount Road. 

 

Co-option: 

 

Mrs. Nicola Ashby had indicated a wish to be co-opted to the Council. 

The Clerk had circulated her letter to members of the Council prior to the meeting, the Chairman 

asked Mrs Ashby to speak briefly about herself. 

Ms. Pharoah asked what priorities Mrs Ashby had for the village she was to represent. 

Mrs. Ashby replied that she hoped that the village could be a safe environment for parishioners 

and that the Council needed to keep a close eye on the developments that were taking place 

within the village. 

 

It was proposed by Mrs. Chapman, seconded by Mr. Howkins that Mrs Ashby should be co-

opted to the Council. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Members of the Council introduced themselves to Mrs. Ashby. 

 

Declarations of Interest: 

 

There were none. 

 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting: 

 

It was proposed by Mr. Cave, seconded by Mr. Howkins that the Minutes of the previous 

meeting, having been circulated, be signed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 

This was agreed unanimously. 
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Matters Arising: 

 

The Clerk outlined several matters arising from the previous minutes. 

 

A reply had been received said the Clerk regarding the request for the placement of a 20mph 

limit sign on Croft Road. 

 

The damaged manhole cover in Main Street had not in fact been repaired said the Clerk but had 

been surrounded by warning railings, which indicated that it was in the process of being fixed. 

 

The work to be done at the Pinfold had been set in hand said the Clerk and would commence 

soon. 

 

The Clerk said that he had spoken to Mr. & Mrs. John Pepper and that they had indicated that 

they would prefer that the Council make the decision about which charity to make the donation 

to. 

 

A letter had been sent, said the Clerk, to the Planning Inspectorate about the Planning application 

for the field on Countesthorpe Road. 

 

The Clerk said that he had been in touch with the Environment Agency about the state of the 

brook and that if there was any need for action, the Agency would deal with the situation. 

 

A reply had been received from the Highways Department at County Hall on the subject of VAS 

in the village. 

 

The trees on Cambridge Road would be dealt with reported the Clerk. 

 

The new Dog and Litter Bins have been installed said the Clerk. 

 

A reply had also been received about the railings on Chapel Lane said the Clerk. 

 

Mr. Howkins said that he had noticed that there was now a notice on the railings in the Nook 

about people contacting the Environment Agency if there as a problem with the bridge being 

blocked at this location. 

 

Mrs. Silk asked if the Clerk would remind Mr. Pepper about the need to deal with the nettles 

which were encroaching on to the pavement at the Pinfold. 

 

Replies Received. 

 

The Clerk reported that the following replies had been received. 

 

a) DTM Gardens Ltd.   ref: Confirmation of Order of Litter Bins. 

b) Blaby D.C.    ref: Administration of Closed Churchyards.  
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c) Blaby D.C.    ref: Administration of Closed Churchyards.  

d) L.C.C.     ref: Tree Survey in Cosby Churchyard.   

e) L.C.C.     ref: 20 mph Signs.      

f) L.C.C.     ref: Damaged Guard Rail Chapel Lane.   

g) L.C.C.     ref: Vehicle Activated Signs.  

h) Totally Trees   ref: Quote. 

 

Ms. Pharoah raised the issue of the Vehicle Activated Signs and the reply received from the 

County Council. She wondered whether there was any point in the Council considering installing 

the sort of Sign that actually indicated the precise speed of a vehicle at the Council’s own 

expense in light of the response received. 

 

Mr. Anderson informed the Council that Thurlaston Parish Council had recently installed such a 

sign in that village. 

 

It was agreed that this subject be placed on the agenda for the July meeting as an item for further 

discussion. 

It was also agreed that the Clerk should approach the Thurlaston Parish Council to see what 

difference the installation of such a sign had had. 

 

Correspondence: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following items of correspondence had been received. 

 

a) Mr. Graham Anderson.  ref: Cosby Village Hall A.G.M.   

b) Mr. Russell Smith.  ref: Change of Use of the Huntsman Public House.  

c) Mr. Alan Tanner.   ref: Change of Use of the Huntsman Public House.   

d) Miss Ann Bunyan.  ref: Reservation of Grave Space. 

e) Blaby D.C.    ref: Monthly alterations to the Register of Electors. 

f) Blaby D.C.    ref: Outstanding Achievement Awards. 

g) Blaby D.C.    ref: Older Peoples Forum. 

h) L.C.C.     ref: Actual Cost of Community Libraries.    

i) L.C.C.   (Mr. D. Jennings) ref: Planning Application Response. 

j) NALC.     ref: Legal Proceedings Legal Topic Note. 

k) Westleigh Developments Ltd. ref: Commencement of works at Park Road. 

l) F.I.T.     ref: A.G.M. Notice. 

m) Blackrock.    ref: Charity of Dudley & Pope. 

n) Blackrock.   ref: Charitable Status. 

o) Streetscape   ref: Brochure. 

p) CCLA.    ref: Recreation Ground Charity. 

q) Blaby D.C.    ref: Civic Garden Party 

r) Mr. J. Mullis.   ref: Bus Shelter on Broughton Road 

 

Mr. Anderson gave a report on the recent Annual General Meeting of the Village Hall 

Committee. 
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He said that 9 people had been in attendance and that he was elected as Chairman. 

Mr. Colin Bills had finished as the Treasurer but remained on the Committee. Mr. Bills was one 

of the original villagers that had been connected with the Village Hall since its inception. 

 

Mr. Anderson said that he was pleased that it had been possible to recruit two young people onto 

the Committee. 

Some maintenance work had been done on the Hall but it had not been possible to do major 

works as there was insufficient funds for this to be achieved. 

 

It was hoped, said Mr. Anderson, to undertake an upgrade of the Sports changing rooms and the 

toilets in the Main Hall, in 2015. 

 

There was still a need, said Mr. Anderson, to make the changing rooms and toilet facilities 

female compliant. 

 

Mr. Anderson made reference to the situation surrounding the future of the Library and also the 

use of the CCTV provision, which he said he did not think was used effectively. 

 

Mrs Silk asked why the water rates for the Village Hall had shown such a drastic reduction in the 

amount paid. 

Mr. Anderson replied that it seemed that there had been a problem on the supply side of the 

meter. 

 

Ms. Pharoah said that it was perhaps time to have a discussion on the use of the CCTV provision. 

 

Mrs Silk thanked Mr. Anderson for his report and for his work for the Village Hall and asked 

him to convey the thanks of the Council to the Village Hall Committee. 

 

Mr. Tanner mentioned the letter he had received on the subject of the proposed change of use of 

the Huntsman Public House. 

It was agreed that a Public Meeting should be convened on this subject and that the Clerk should 

make the arrangements for this event and place Notices around the village advertising the 

meeting. 

 

Ms. Pharoah asked if the Clerk could circulate an enlarged version of the spreadsheet received on 

the subject of Library provision for Cosby. 

 

The Clerk read the letter handed to the Chairman by Mrs. Mullis on the subject of the Bus 

Shelter on Broughton Road. 

Ms. Pharoah said that this indicated the power of the pen that could be achieved by an individual. 

 

Playground Reports: 

 

The Clerk said that the Playground reports only indicated the usual issues which had been 

attended to. 
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Parish Council Surgeries: 

 

Monday 9
th

 June 2014 

In attendance: Councillors Mike Howkins and Dorothy Cooper  

1. A parishioner reported that bollards on Park Road, near the entrance to Rose Close, 

protecting dropped kerb for disabled vehicles crossing the road, were - one broken and 

one missing. 

2. Open-top bins on Pretty Corner – with no top this design has the plastic collection bag 

blown out in windy conditions, leaving rubbish on the floor.  

3. Grass verges, Narborough Road and elsewhere – the grass does not seem to have been cut 

this year.  Some of the grass is about 100 cm high and over-hanging the road. 

4. Cemetery Chapel – ridge and roof tiles over the office at back missing.  Problem with 

over-hanging tree. 

5. Tree growing out of the side of the Cemetery Chapel wall – left-hand side of the building, 

walking in to the Cemetery. 

Thursday 12
th

 June 2014. 

 

In attendance: Councillors Cheryl Pharoah and Alan Tanner 

 

1.      Rumours about the Huntsman being taken over by Tesco. Parishioners felt this would be     

 detrimental to the village. 

2.  Future of Cosby Library. 

3.  Trip hazard at the end of the footpath at Linley Green where the tarmac in the road has  

 sunk thereby making the kerb too high. 

4.  Increased volume of traffic and speed of traffic through the village. 

5.  Hazard of cars parked outside the church. 

 

The Clerk said that he would bring the issue of the damaged and missing bollards to the attention 

of the County Council. 

 

Memorials: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following memorial applications had been received. 

 

a) W.W.Busby & Sons ref: the late Harry & Hilda M. Forryan. 

b) W.W.Busby & Sons ref: Additional Inscription on the grave of the late Linda Goodman. 

 

It was proposed by Mrs. Chapman, seconded by Ms. Pharoah that these applications be 

approved. 

This was agreed unanimously. 
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Planning Applications. 

 

The Clerk reported that the following Planning applications had been received. 

 

a) Strata Homes Ltd. Land at Warwick Rd/Cambridge Rd Whetstone. 

 

Demolition of existing industrial buildings and proposed residential development of 97 

dwellings, associated infrastructure, open space and vehicular access from Cambridge Rd  

and additional access from Warwick Road.  

 

b) Mrs. J. Checkland  27, Portland St.  Two storey side extension. 

c) Revised Scheme: Land to the rear of Shuttleworth Grange. Shuttleworth Lane. 

d) H.W.Coates Ltd. Land at The Ridges Main Street. Cosby. 

 

Residential development of 11 new dwellings, alterations to The Ridges (including 

demolition of existing garage) and associated access. 

 

The Clerk said that he had circulated the letter of observations on the above application (d) 

sent to the Blaby District Council on June 11
th

, the date before the date set for replies. 

This followed a meeting of a sub-committee of the Council on Monday June 9
th

. 

 

Mr. Tanner said that there was no need for him, as the District Councillor, to “call in” this 

application as it would go to the Development Control Committee anyway and that he had taken 

the opportunity to look at the Plans with the Clerk. 

 

Mrs. Chapman said that she had thought that the response reflected the issues that were of 

importance to the village and were based on vital local knowledge. 

 

There were no observations on any of the other Planning applications. 

 

Planning Approvals etc: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following Planning approval had been received. 

 

a) Mrs. R. Harrison 12, Brooklands Road.  Dated 03.04.2014. 

 

Authorisation of the Accounts 

 

The Clerk reported that the following accounts had all been paid. 

 

Street Orderly (1)     May.     £    357.25 

Street Orderly (2)     May.     £    213.95 

Cemetery Attendant May. + Petrol £.29.56  £    429.36 
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Clerk’s Salary May    + £12.43 Phone.  

   + £16.06 Postage. 

  + £33.56 Office Supplies. 

  +£85.62  Storage Boxes.  £ 1,128.16 

Leicestershire County Council Web Site Support.  £    450.00 

D.T.M. Gardens & Landscapes Ltd. Invoice No.5795 £    740.40 

Mrs. D. Cooper.  Village Plants.    £      44.45 

E On Electricity.      £      68.77 

E On Electricity. Cemetery Building.    £      28.88 

H.M.R.C. PAYE & N.I Liability.    £ 1,962.05 

 

The Clerk explained the payment to HMRC which he said represented a payment that had not 

been made by the Company dealing with the Payroll details of the Council. 

The Clerk said that he had initiated legal proceedings to recoup this payment. 

 

It was proposed by Ms. Pharoah, seconded by Mr. Cave that the foregoing accounts be adopted. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Other Business: 

 

Mrs. Chapman said that with reference to the nettles along the Broughton Road, would it be 

possible to ask the Street Orderly Mr. Forty to deal with this matter. 

 

Mr. Howkins asked where the Council were on the subject of the issue surrounding the future of 

Cosby Library. 

Mr. Howkins raised the issue of the recent repairs that had taken place to the road in Main Street 

on Pretty Corner. He said that the drainage points along the wall were now blocked with earth. 

It was agreed that the Clerk would bring this matter to the attention of the Highways department 

at County Hall. 

 

Mr. Howkins also brought to the attention of the Council the fact that the drainage channels in 

Main Street opposite the former Vicarage were also blocked with earth and grass. 

 

Mr. Howkins asked that the matter of a defibrillator be put on the agenda for the September 

meeting. 

 

Mrs. Cooper said that she was still hoping to plant the flower troughs at the Village Hall. 

 

Ms. Pharoah said that it was now possible to include her address on the list of Councillors in the 

Notice Boards. 

 

Mrs Silk asked the Clerk to contact the Bus Service Arriva to ascertain whether or not the new 

bus timetables had been placed on the bus stops in the village. 

 

At this point Mr. Cave left the meeting at 8.57pm. 
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The Clerk said that he felt it important to place on the record the recent passing of Mr. James 

(Jim) Harrison who was for many years the Council’s Cemetery attendant. 

Mr. Harrison had died on June 3
rd

 said the Clerk. 

 

Mr. Cooper said that he would like to thank the Council for the recent donation towards the 

Commbus Project. 

Mr. Cooper then read the following statement concerning the future of Cosby Library. 

 

“I along with several volunteers run a Charity Book Club. All monies raised go towards the 

running and maintenance of Commbus’s two Mercedes buses. 

We are all volunteers – I am “primus inter pares” only because there needs to be someone in 

charge to whom reference can be made by the general public. 

Duties are not onerous. We take in books, sort them, price them and sell them. We can all multi-

task and do one another’s jobs. 

If anyone were to leave, the newcomer can be easily inducted. Everyone feels confident in what 

he/she does. 

Everyone lives in Narborough or nearby. Narborough library is under threat. 

This is hypothetical: If I were to consider taking over a major role in administering that Library I 

am confident most if not all would follow me if they were confident I had the skills a) to run an 

efficient library and b) the skills and time to train them. 

Knowing that I do not possess those skills, I would expect them to be somewhat hesitant or 

totally reluctant. 

 

I believe that volunteers to run Cosby Library would only come forward if they believed that 

their responsibility were limited, that some training were given in their area of task allocated and 

that in overall charge there was one individual with expertise and experience to whom they could 

always go. 

The obvious person might be one of the existing library personnel, say Richard or one of his 

colleagues. 

However, this would require a salary payment, presumably at the current rates for the hours 

invested. 

I would like to suggest that the parish councillors consider making such a payment. If potential 

volunteers were to know that they were working with someone who knows what he/she is doing 

and is also prepared to give them on the job training, I believe they would be more prepared to 

offer their services. 

 

You may wish to consider raising the money by increasing the parish precept, thus making this a 

whole village enterprise. I would expect some argument against this by some parishioners. I.e. I 

don’t use the library. 

Well, I have no children currently in any form of education but some of my taxes go towards the 

education of today’s children and students. I do not complain. 

 

The Leicester Library Service has stated that it will give training to the volunteers. 

I doubt the training will amount to much. Training courses, if done properly cost a lot of money 

and will be unlikely to approach the expertise of current librarians. 
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I would therefore like to suggest that the council consider increasing the precept by an amount 

sufficient to pay for a fully qualified librarian. 

I am confident that if this were the case, a number of volunteers would confidently step 

forward.” 

 

Ms. Pharoah suggested that the Council should form a small working group to consider the 

Council’s response to the Library Consultation process. 

This was agreed, the members of this group being Mr. Tanner, Mr. Howkins, Mrs. Chapman, 

Mrs. Silk and Ms. Pharoah. 

 

Dates for the July Council Surgeries were agreed. 

 

There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.22pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         ........................................... 

         Mrs. M. Silk. Chairman. 
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