
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING: 

 

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on May 15
th

 2014 in the Cosby 

Community Church Rooms, Croft Road, Cosby. 

...................................................................................................................................................... 

 

Present:     Mr. M. Howkins. Chairman. 

      Mrs. M. Silk, Mrs. J. Chapman,  

      Mrs. D. Cooper. Mrs. E. Hutton,  

      Ms. C. Pharoah. 

      Mr. M. Francis, Mr. P. Cave. 

      Mr. S. J. Pepper. 

 

Apologies:     Mr. A. Tanner. 

 

Also Present:     Mr. D. Jennings. County Councillor. 

      Mr. Thompson.   Chiltern Avenue. 

 

Co-option: 

 

The Clerk explained that the expected Co-option of a member of the Council had had to be 

postponed due to the illness of the person concerned. 

The Co-option would be rearranged for the June meeting, said the Clerk. 

 

Election of Chairman 2014/2015. 

 

It was proposed by Mrs. Hutton, seconded by Mrs. Chapman that Mrs. M. Silk be elected 

Chairman for 2014/2015. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Mrs. Silk took the Chair at this point.  

 

Election of Vice- Chairman 2014/2015. 

 

It was proposed by Mr. Pepper, seconded by Mr. Howkins that Mr. M. Francis be elected as 

Vice-Chairman for 2014/2015. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Election of the General Committee 2014/2015. 

 

It was proposed by Mrs. Chapman, seconded by Ms. Pharoah that the whole Council should 

constitute the members on the General Committee. 

This was agreed unanimously. 
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Clerk’s Position: 

 

It was proposed by Ms. Pharoah, seconded by Mrs. Chapman that Mr. J. D. Horsburgh remains 

the Clerk to the Council for 2014/2015. 

This was agreed. 

 

Declarations of Interest: 

 

Mr. Pepper made a Declaration of Interest that was both Personal and Prejudicial in connection 

with item (d) in the section of the agenda headed replies received and also item (c) under 

correspondence. 

He would leave the room whilst these matters were being discussed. 

 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting: 

 

It was proposed by Ms. Pharoah, seconded by Mrs. Hutton that the Minutes of the previous 

meeting, having been circulated, be signed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Matters Arising: 

 

The Clerk outlined several matters arising from the previous minutes. 

 

A Notice had been placed in the Cosby News, said the Clerk, about the Council’s plans for the 

Pinfold. The Clerk further said that he had recently spoken with Mr. Chamberlain about the 

precise nature of his ownership of that part of the corner of Chapel Lane and that which belonged 

to the Council and now had a clearer picture of what might be developed. 

 

The Clerk said that he had written to the County Council about the possible placement of 20mph 

signs outside the School on Croft Road but was still awaiting a reply. 

 

The Clerk said that he had received a response from the County Council on the subject of the 

state of the disused railway bridge on Shuttleworth Lane which would be surveyed in the near 

future. 

 

A reply had been received, said the Clerk, from the Blaby Member of Parliament Mr. Robathan 

on the subject of the future of Cosby Library. 

 

The Environment Sub-committee had submitted a revised schedule of works required on the park 

and this would be discussed later in the meeting. 

 

The Clerk assured Mr. Cave that his name had now been added to the list of members on the 

Council’s web site. 

 

The Clerk reported that he had requested DTM Gardens Ltd to order a new Dog Bin for the 
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It was reported that the blocked drain on the Naborough Road had been cleared. 

Similarly the broken manhole cover in Main Street had been fixed. 

 

The Clerk said that he had been informed by the District Council that the name for the new 

development in Main Street would be known as Church Farm Close, which had been at the 

suggestion of the Parish Council. 

  

Replies received. 

 

The Clerk reported that the following replies had been received. 

 

a) Peter Kenyon L.C.C.   Ref: Churchyard Tree Survey    £ 100 

b) Blaby D.C.    Ref: Naming of New Roads. 

c) Andrew Robathan M.P.  Ref: Cosby Library.       

d) Cosby Tree Care   Ref: Quotation for Pinfold Works. 

e) L.C.C.     Ref: Shuttleworth Lane Bridge 

f) D.T.M. Gardens Ltd.  Ref: Basketball stand on the Park. 

 

The Clerk said that he had spoken with Mr. Davies of D.T.M. Gardens about the sort of surface 

that would be suitable to put under the basketball stand on the park and that he had been given a 

sample of the suggested material which was displayed for the Council’s attention. 

 

Mrs. Hutton questioned whether it was going to be vandal proof. 

Mr. Francis said that the material in question was extremely hard wearing and in his opinion was 

the best possible surface to put down. 

 

It was proposed by Ms. Pharoah, seconded by Mrs. Cooper that the Clerk instruct DTM Gardens 

to go ahead and put the displayed material in place as soon as possible. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

At this point Mr. Pepper left the room whilst discussion ensued on the quote received from him 

for the proposed works on the Pinfold. 

The Clerk explained the detail shown on the selection of photographs he had previously 

circulated. 

 

The photographs showed, said the Clerk, the exact nature of what was Mr. Chamberlain’s land 

and that which belonged to the Council, with the old garage and an Anderson Shelter from the 

Second World War, which was an interesting feature that should be retained. 

The quote received was for the clearance of the garage, the spraying of the weeds and the 

pruning of the overhanging tree above the pavement. 

 

Ms. Pharoah asked if the Clerk had precise measurements for the area to which the Clerk replied 

that at present he had not but would be able to ascertain this better when the weeds were 

removed.            

Ms. Pharoah wondered whether the Heritage Society had made any enquiries about the Anderson 
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Mr. Howkins replied that they hadn’t. 

 

Mr. Cave mentioned the potential health and safety implications connected with the removal of 

the garage which would expose the area towards the brook at the rear. 

It would be necessary said Mr. Cave to put a warning notice or tape to this area prior to any 

development work being undertaken. 

 

It was proposed by Ms. Pharoah, seconded by Mr. Cave that the quotation received be accepted 

and the work set in hand straight away. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

 Correspondence: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following items of correspondence had been received. 

 

a) J & C. Pepper.   Ref: Chat Dome.       

b) Cllr Alan Tanner.  Ref: Graffiti Gimson Avenue.    

c) Mr. S. Pepper.   Ref: The Victory Show.      

d) Blaby D.C.    Ref: Notice of Planning Inspectorate 

e) Blaby D.C.    Ref: Campaign Poster. 

 f)   Blaby D.C.    Ref: Electoral Register. 

    g)  F.I.T.    Ref: Membership Newsletter. 

    h)  F.I.T.    Ref: A.G.M. Notice. 

    i)  AON.    Ref: Annual Insurance Renewal. 

    j)  Zurich Municipal.  Ref: Insurance. 

    k) Lloyds Bank.   Ref: Changes to Account Names. 

    l) The Oil Club.   Ref: Heating Oil Club brochure. 

   m) Online Playgrounds.  Ref: Playground Spares Service. 

    n) S.L.C.C.     Ref: The Clerk Magazine. 

    o) Clerk’s Direct.   Ref: Magazine. 

    p) ADT.     Ref: Handover Certificate. 

    q) Blackrock.   Ref: Charity of Dudley & Pope. 

    r)  Sarah Davies.   Ref: Playground Reports. 

    s)  L.C.C.    Ref: Footpath Closure Footpath W40 Main Street. 

 

The Clerk was asked to speak to Mr. & Mrs. Pepper regarding their wish to make a donation to a 

Charity from part of the monies received by the Council for the disposal of the Chat Dome. 

 

The letter received (item c) was discussed in depth with the Council being of the opinion that 

whilst a donation might be made towards the 2014 Victory Show the amount being requested 

was rather excessive. 

 

It was proposed by Mrs. Chapman, seconded by Ms. Pharoah that the sum of £1000 be donated 

towards the Show in 2014. 

This was agreed unanimously. 
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At this point Mr. Pepper rejoined the meeting. 

 

The Clerk said that he had circulated his previous responses to the Planning application for the 

building of stables and a utility block on the field adjacent to the Motorway bridge on the 

Countesthorpe Road for the benefit of the Council because the applicant had now appealed to the 

Planning Inspectorate to overturn the District Council’s refusal of permission. 

 

The Clerk requested the Council’s guidance on how to proceed with a response to the Planning 

Inspectorate, suggesting that he should write and re-iterate the Council’s previous comments and 

to state that the Council was still opposed to this particular development. 

 

The traffic implications from horses, horse boxes and other vehicles entering and exiting this site 

was of extreme concern in view of the limited visual splay caused by the proximity of the M1 

bridge. 

 

The Council fully supported this approach and the Clerk was asked to proceed in the manner 

suggested. 

 

Annual Accounts for Audit: 

 

The Clerk said that the Annual Accounts that have been presented to the Internal Auditor were  

before the meeting for approval as these have to go to the external Auditor by the middle of June.  

All the relevant books, papers and ledgers needed to be signed off by the Chairman, said the 

Clerk. 

Also available said the Clerk, was the updated edition of the Council’s Register of Fixed Assets. 

 

The Clerk invited questions on the Accounts. 

There were none. 

 

It was proposed by Ms. Pharoah, seconded by Mr. Francis that the Annual Accounts as presented 

by the Clerk be approved. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Report from the Environment Sub-Committee:  

 

The Clerk reported that the report on the works required to the trees and hedges on Victory Park 

had been submitted by the Environment Sub-committee. 

 



 

 
It was agreed that the Clerk should seek quotes for each of the four sections on this report. 

 

Mrs. Cooper said that a resident of Mount Road had offered to remove a dead tree on the Park. 

The Clerk replied that this must not happen and reminded the meeting that a similar request some 

time ago had resulted in the same response. The Council would not be covered by any Insurance 

if it permitted parishioners to undertake this sort of activity. 

 

Parish Council Surgeries: 

 

Councillors Report of the Surgery held on Thursday May 8
th

. 

Councillors Attending: Cheryl Pharoah and Alan Tanner 

Issues raised: 

State of the brook - no fresh water fish such as sticklebacks. Is there a pollutant being discharged 

into the water course? Can this concern be passed on to the appropriate agency? 

 

Occupant of cottage opposite Bunning Hall leaving grain (presumably for the ducks) on the 

‘bridge’ across the brook. Large rats have been observed taking the food. Can an ‘advisory’ 

article about food being left out in this way be placed in the Cosby News? 

 

Rumours still circulating about the Huntsman being taken over by Tesco. Parishioner felt this 

would be detrimental to the current businesses in Cosby e.g. Coop, butcher and post office. 
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Graffiti on the bridges on Countesthorpe Road. What steps have been taken to get it removed? 

 

Future of Cosby Library. Parishioner advised to attend relevant consultation meetings and 

respond to the on-line consultation.                     

 

Is it possible that the present flashing speed signs be replaced with those that indicate actual 

speed? 

 

Councillors Report of the Surgery held on Monday May 12
th

. 

Councillors Attending: J. Chapman and E. Hutton. 

A resident raised the following concern. 

The lower branches of the cherry tree on the wide verge of Cambridge Road, near to Harland 

Close, need to be trimmed back. 

The Clerk said that he would contact the Environment Agency to undertake a water pollution 

survey on the state of the brook. 

A Notice would be put into the Cosby News about the problems of feeding ducks and the 

associated problems of attracting rats. 

The Clerk would seek to have the graffiti removed and also to see if it might be possible to alter 

the traffic sign on the Broughton Road to one that indicated the actual speed of the vehicle 

passing it. 

Memorials 

 

The Clerk reported that the following memorial applications had been received. 

 

a) McAteer Memorials Ref: Black Granite Polished memorial the late Michael Mellor. 

b) Dobson’s Memorials  Ref: Added inscription the late Rose Sullivan. 

 

It was proposed by Mrs. Chapman, seconded by Mrs. Hutton that these applications be approved. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Planning Applications: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following Planning applications had been received. 

 

a) Mr & Mrs. Alan Hunt. Land to the rear of Shuttleworth Grange. Shuttleworth Lane. 

    Erection of one detached dwelling with detached  

    store  

    (Revised Scheme). 
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b) Mrs. R. Harrison.  12, Brooklands Road. Cosby. Single storey front, two   

        storey side and single storey   

        rear extensions. 

 

c) Cosby Pharmacy.  67, Main Street. Cosby. First floor side extension, two storey 

        rear extension, alterations to shop  

        front and conversion of first floor  

        into independent accommodation. 

 

There were no observations on any of these applications. 

 

Planning Approvals etc: 

 

 The Clerk reported that the following Planning approvals had been received. 

 

a) Mr. Mark Rojahn                3, Kingsfield Rd Cosby. dated 06.01.14 

b) Mr. Robert Warrington-Baker     19, Park Road. Cosby. dated 11.02.14 

c) Mr. J. G. Pepper.               Foxlands Farm. Cosby. dated 13.03.14 

d) Mr. N. Brady.    13, Kingsfield Rd. Cosby. dated 25.03.14 

 

Authorisation of the Accounts: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following accounts had all been paid. 

 

Street Orderly (1)      April (new rate)     £   357.03 

Street Orderly (2)      April (new rate)     £   214.01 

Cemetery Attendant April (new rate)     £   403.40 

Clerk’s Salary.          April (new rate) £969.13 + £ 12.43 phone 

             + £ 11.77 postage 

             + £ 64.99 Norton.  £ 1,058.32 

Douglas Tonks Ltd.   March Payroll Administration.   £    462.49 

Douglas Tonks Ltd.   April Payroll Administration.    £    477.75 

Aon Insurance Renewal Premium.      £ 2,387.15 

D.T.M. Gardens Invoice No. 5738      £    370.20 

D.T.M. Gardens Invoice No. 5739      £    810.00 

Severn Trent Water. Cemetery Water Rates.     £      19.17 

ADT Fire & Security. CCTV camera replacements.    £ 1,049.05 

Accounts Plus. Internal Audit Fee.      £    330.00 

 

It was proposed by Mr. Pepper, seconded by Mr. Howkins that the foregoing accounts be 

adopted. 

This was agreed unanimously. 
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Other Business. 

 

Mrs. Chapman asked whether the Clerk had received any notification about the changes to the 

Arriva Bus timetables. 

The Clerk replied that he hadn’t. 

Mr. Jennings said that the 84A service was to be ended whilst the 84 service would be more 

frequent. 

 

Mr. Howkins mentioned the state of the Dog Bins. 

The Clerk said that he had reported previously that new dog bins had been ordered but not as yet 

received by DTM Gardens and they would be installed as soon as they were received. 

 

Mr. Howkins said that he would be attending the Consultation meeting on the subject of the 

future of the Library service and asked if the Council had a view on this that he might be able to 

convey to the meeting. 

 

Ms. Pharoah said that she had already sent in her views as a private individual on this subject. 

 

It was generally agreed that the Council’s view on this subject was that it was too important a 

matter for the Council to take any responsibility for the delivery of a library service in the 

village. 

 

Mrs. Silk expressed her disappointment with the reply received from the local MP on this issue. 

 

Mr. Howkins said that the AGM of the Village Hall Committee would take place on Wednesday 

June 4
th

. 

Mr. Howkins raised the matter of Section 106 payments available to Parish Councils when 

development took place in a village. 

It was agreed that the Clerk would make enquiries about these payments in relation to the 

development taking place in the village at the moment. 

 

Mr. Howkins thanked members for their participation in the Council Surgeries and the details of 

the June Surgeries were discussed. 

 

Mr. Pepper mentioned the disgusting state of the footpaths around the village which he said were 

being badly despoiled by dog excrement. 

It was agreed that the Clerk would put details of this into the Cosby News. 

 

Mrs. Cooper said that she had had a conversation with the Rev. Peter Brown of Main Street 

about the reasons why a number of trees at the entrance to the Coates Depot had been felled. 

It would seem said Mrs. Cooper that the trees in question had been felled because they were 

diseased and also likely to cause damage to the foundations of the Rev Brown’s house. 

 

Mrs. Cooper said that she was waiting for the bulbs in the village to die back before undertaking 

any more planting. 
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Ms. Pharoah asked if the Clerk had any knowledge of an archaeological survey being undertaken 

in the Coates depot site. 

The Clerk said that he had no knowledge of any such survey. 

 

Ms. Pharoah said that the white railings at the entrance to Chapel Lane needed attention. 

The Clerk would bring this matter to the attention of the County Council. 

 

Mr. Cave asked whether it might be possible to have a Community Speed check conducted in the 

village. 

It was pointed out that when the last one was done there had been no response from any 

parishioner to participate in this exercise. 

 

Mrs. Silk said that she would like the Clerk to request the home owner of a house in Chapel Lane 

to cut back the overhanging hedge/tree on the footpath entering Chapel Lane. 

 

Mr. Jennings said that when Street names were being discussed it was the views of the Chief Fire 

Officer that was given high priority. 

 

Mrs. Cooper asked if the Clerk was going to request that the lower branches of the Cherry trees 

on Cambridge Road be trimmed back. 

The Clerk said that he would ask the County Council to look at this matter. 

 

The Clerk said that he had received an e mail from the owners of the Barn on Croft Road 

requesting that the litter bin and the seat on the “Half Moon”, (their property) be removed. 

Ms. Pharoah asked that the Clerk respond expressing the disappointment of the Council in this 

respect as the seat was a significant village feature which had been in situ for many years. 

 

Mrs. Hutton gave her apologies in advance for being unable to attend the June meeting. 

 

Mr. Howkins, as the outgoing Chairman, duly signed all the relevant documents relating to the 

Annual Audit. 

 

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.22pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

        ................................................ 

        Mrs. M. Silk. Chairman 
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