
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING: 

 

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on March 20
th

 2014 in the Cosby 

Community Church Rooms, Croft Road, Cosby. 

............................................................................................................................................................ 

 

Present:     Mr. M. Howkins, Chairman. 

      Mr. M. Francis, Mr. S. Pepper. 

      Mrs. M. Silk, Mrs. J. Chapman, Mrs. E. Hutton. 

      Mrs. D. Cooper. 

 

Apologies:     Mr. P. Cave, 

      Mr. A. Tanner. 

      Ms. C. Pharoah. 

 

Also Present:     Mrs. J. Forey.     District Councillor. 

      Mr. D. Jennings. County Councillor. 

      Mr. Thompson.   Chiltern Avenue. 

 

Declarations of Interest: 

 

Mrs. Hutton made a personal Declaration of Interest with regard to the item (a) under 

correspondence as she is a member of the Parochial Church Council. 

 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting: 

 

It was proposed by Mrs. Silk, seconded by Mrs. Hutton that the minutes of the previous meeting, 

having been circulated, be signed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Matters Arising: 

 

The Clerk outlined several matters arising from the previous minutes. 

 

The Clerk said that he had written back to the various interested parties regarding the removal of 

the Chat Dome but to date had not received any replies. 

It was agreed that the Clerk would make further enquiries to see if there was still any interest 

from the people concerned. 

 

It was proposed by Mrs. Silk, seconded by Mrs. Chapman that in the absence of any other 

tenders being received then the one already on the table should be accepted and the people 

concerned be asked to make arrangements for the removal of the Chat Dome under the criteria 

set out by the Clerk. 

This was agreed unanimously. 
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Mr. Thompson said that he understood that the decision had been made, but that in his opinion 

parishioners were not aware of the situation regarding the Chat Dome. 

 

Mr. Howkins explained that the Council had on two occasions made reference to the decision in 

the Cosby News. 

 

Replies received. 

 

The Clerk reported that the following reply had been received. 

 

a) Mrs. J. Franklin.  Ref: Recreation Ground Charity Award. 

 

Correspondence. 

 

The Clerk reported that the following items of correspondence had been received. 

 

a) Mrs. J. Franklin.    Ref: Churchyard Tree Inspection.   

b) Mrs. U. Green.    Ref: Recreation Ground Trees.   

c) Mrs. H. Jutson.    Ref: Cemetery Rose bed. 

d) Mrs. S.M.Mattock.   Ref: Reservation of Grave space. 

e) Blaby D.C.     Ref: Electoral Register. 

f) Blaby D.C.     Ref: Cemetery Rates. 

g) Grant Thornton.    Ref: Notice of Annual Audit 2014. 

h) Zurich Municipal.   Ref: Annual Insurance renewal. 

i) E on.     Ref: Changes to terms & Conditions. 

j) Santander.    Ref: Maturing Business Bond Funds. 

k) Santander.    Ref: Information regarding Business Account. 

l) H.M.R.C.     Ref: PAYE. 

m) Charity Commission.   Ref: Deed of Dudley & Popes Charity. 

n) C.C.L.A.     Ref: Coif Charities. 

o) L. & R.P.F.A.     Ref: Annual Subscription renewal. 

p) Leicestershire Police.   Ref: Meeting at Force H.Q. 

q) Blaby D.C.     Ref: Draft Prevention of Homelessness Strategy 

r) L.C.C.      Ref: Parish & Town Council Briefing ref Libraries. 

s) Mr. R. C. Blunt.    Ref: Community Libraries.    

t) The Courier.    Ref: Community Newspaper. 

u) S.L.C.C.     Ref: The Clerk magazine. 

v) Clerk & Councils Direct.  Ref: Magazine. 

 

With reference to the letter received from the Parochial Church Council on the subject of the 

churchyard trees it was agreed that Mrs. Hutton would raise the subject at the next P.C.C. 

meeting and that the Clerk, in the meantime, would seek advice from the District Council as to 

what their protocols were in relation to responsibilities for closed churchyards. 

 

The Clerk would reply to Mrs. Green on the subject of trees on the park. 
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Parish Council Surgeries: 

 

Monday 10
th

 March 2014 

In attendance Councillors J Chapman and A Tanner  

1. A parishioner reported of graffiti being on the back of the Gimson Avenue garages, 

fronting onto Cambridge Road. As this is private land, all that can be done is ring the 

District Council on 2727555 and ask to speak to someone in Environmental Health. 

2. A resident of Chiltern Avenue raised the following: - The resident had read in the Cosby 

News about the calling in procedure, by District Councillors, and timing deadlines for 

comments, for any new planning applications. He said he did not understand any of this, 

it was explained to him and he was advised to ring the District Council and speak to 

someone in the Planning Department about any concerns he may have about a proposed 

development. 

Thursday 13
th

 March 2014 

In attendance: Mike Howkins 

3. Parked car at the front of Cosby Newsagents, believed to belong to the occupant of the 

flat above the newsagents, was obstructing the pedestrian route across the front of the 

shop.  Problem has resolved itself as the car is now parking in the parking slot. 

4. Track opposite the Methodist Church in Park Road – who owns it and could it be tidied 

up?   

5. Trees overhanging Narborough Road, opposite Cosby Primary School playing fields – in 

need of cutting back. 

6. Could we have more speed humps on the entrance roads to Cosby? – Humps in Kilby, 

Blaby, Narborough, Dog & Gun Lane, Whetstone and Countesthorpe noted. 

7. Cars cutting the corner of Park Road and Croft Road by travelling across the front of the 

Cosby Newsagents. 

8. Les Burbage’s Yard on Park Road – needs to be tidied up – noted that this is private 

property. 

9. Lady Leys & Whitebarn Drive – chewed up verges noted – would a one-way system 

around the estate loop help traffic flow? 

10. Car parking on the pavement at the entrance to Park Close and obstructing mobility 

scooters – noted that Police 101 number could be used. 

11. Pleasing comments about the display of crocuses on Pretty Corner, at the junction of 

Chiltern Avenue and Main Street. 

 

With regard to the issue of graffiti, Mrs. Forey said that the Police needed to be informed so that 

the matter could be brought to the attention of the District Council. 
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Mrs. Hutton asked if the Clerk would bring up the issue of speed humps and speed restrictions 

with the County Council. 

The Clerk replied that this would be done. 

 

Report from the Wages & Salaries Sub-Committee.     

 

The report from the Wages and Salaries sub-committee had been circulated. 

Mrs. Chapman said that the proposed increase of 1% for Council employees was in line with the 

amount for public employees. 

The increase in the Clerk’s salary reflected the increase to the next stage on the agreed scale for 

Clerks. 

 

It was proposed by Mrs, Cooper, seconded by Mr. Francis that the recommendations of the sub-

committee be accepted and implemented from the 1
st
 April 2014. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Memorials: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following memorial applications had been received. 

 

a) The Co-operative Memorials.  Ref: the late Karin A. Dalby. All polished black granite. 

b) The Co-operative Memorials.  Ref: additional inscription Kenney Family Grave. 

 

It was proposed by Mrs. Chapman, seconded by Mr. Pepper that these be accepted. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Planning Applications. 

 

The Clerk reported that the following Planning applications had been received. 

 

a) Mr. Nicholas Thornton.    25, Main St.  Crown reduction by 40% to one Frisia Tree. 

b) Morris Homes.   

Land to South & East of 62A & 64 Cosby Rd Littlethorpe.               

      Residential development of 32 dwellings with 

               associated landscaping with infrastructure 

               and access from Cosby Road. (Reserved Matters. 

 

c) Mr. Robert Warrington-Baker.  19, Park Rd. Creation of new vehicular access. 

 

It was agreed that the Clerk would make the same observations with regard to application (b) that 

had been made when a similar application had been received previously. 

The observations related to traffic implications and the need to consider school placements. 
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Planning Approvals/Refusals etc. 

 

The Clerk reported that the following planning refusal had been received. 

 

a) Mr. N. Brady.  13, Kingsfield Rd. extensions & alterations to property. Dated 09.01.2014. 

 

Authorisation of the Accounts: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following accounts had all been paid. 

 

Street Orderly (1) February.     £     353.67 

Street Orderly (2)  February.     £     207.10 

Cemetery Attendant February.     £    397.20 

Clerk’s Salary   February + phone £12.43   £    933.81 

ICN    Computer Services.    £      50.00 

Eon Electricity Cemetery.     £      26.91 

L.C.C.    Street Lighting Charges.   £    123.84 

Eon Electricity Festive Lighting Charges.   £      30.57 

J.G.Pepper & Sons.  Tree Works.     £    150.00 

Eon Electricity Street lighting maintenance.   £      68.77 

L. & R. P. F. A.   Annual Subscription.    £      21.00 

Blaby D.C.   Litter Bin Collections Jan – Mar.  £ 1,131.00 

Douglas Tonks Ltd.    February payroll administration.  £    462.29 

 

It was proposed by Mrs. Cooper, seconded by Mrs. Chapman that the foregoing accounts be 

adopted. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Other Business: 

 

Mrs. Cooper said that the Environment Sub-Committee would look at the state of the trees on 

Victory Park and report to the next meeting. 

 

Mrs. Silk highlighted the state of various litter and Dog waste bins in the village. 

The Clerk would order a range of new bins to replace the ones mentioned by Mrs. Silk as being 

in need of attention. 

 

Mrs. Silk asked if the Clerk would make arrangements now that the weather had improved to 

have the area underneath the basketball stand replaced. 

 

Mrs. Silk asked what the position was regarding the possible co-option of new Councillors to fill 

the present vacancies on the Council. 

The clerk explained the procedure and said that he would now advertise the vacancies after 

speaking to the Electoral Officer at the District Council. 
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Mrs. Chapman asked what was happening with regard to the Pinfold and suggested that the 

council ask parishioners if there were any old photographs of this feature that might be made 

available to the council. 

The Clerk would ask this question through the next edition of the Cosby News. 

As far as progressing this scheme the Clerk would write to Mr. Chamberlain to ascertain his 

views on whether it might be possible to incorporate his piece of land into the overall scheme. 

 

Mrs. Hutton said that the Woodland Trust was giving away 3 million trees as part of the 

anniversary of the First World War commemorations. 

Mrs. Hutton proposed, Mr. Francis seconded, that the Council should ask for a tree for the 

village. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Mrs. Hutton drew attention to the large amounts of garden waste that was being dumped over the 

fences of properties backing onto the Park. 

The Clerk would bring this matter to the attention of the District Council. 

 

Mr. Howkins reported that it was necessary for the Cemetery sub-committee to look at the 

condition of one of the trees in the Cemetery which needed attention. 

Mr. Pepper would provide a written quote for what was required. 

 

The Clerk raised the situation regarding a member of the Council being asked to quote for work 

done by the council and said that provided quotes were sought in the correct fashion and agreed 

then there should be no reason, after the proper Declarations of Interest had been registered that 

this should not be allowed. 

 

Mr. Jennings reported that the Land Fill tax in Blaby District had been increased to £80 per 

tonne. 

 

It was agreed that the date of the April meeting would be brought forward one week to April 10
th

 

due to the Easter holidays. 

 

There being no further business the chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.38pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

         ................................................ 

         Chairman April 10
th

 2014. 
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