
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING: 

 

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on February 20
th

 2014 in the Cosby 

Community Church Rooms, Croft Road, Cosby. 

............................................................................................................................................................ 

 

Present:     Mr. M. Howkins.  Chairman 

      Mr. P. Cave, Mr. M. Francis, Mr. S. Pepper. 

      Mrs. M. Silk, Mrs J. Chapman, Mrs. D. Cooper. 

      Mrs. E. Hutton, Ms. C. Pharoah. 

 

Apologies:     Mr. A. Tanner. 

      Mr. D. Jennings   County Councillor. 

 

Also Present:     Mr & Mrs. Robert Wilson.  Croft Road. 

      Mr. Richard Dolman. 

      Ms. Rosie Burton. 

      Ms. Claudia Clemente. 

      Mr. John Hewitt  Cambridge Road. 

      Mr. Thompson.    Chiltern Avenue. 

 

Declarations of Interest: 

 

Declarations of Interest were given by Mr. Pepper and Mr. Cave relating to the quotations 

received for the resurfacing of the Cemetery pathways. 

Mr. Pepper made a Personal and Prejudicial Declaration of Interest with regard to the letter 

received on the subject of the Chat Dome and would withdraw when this was discussed. 

Mrs. Hutton made a Personal Declaration of Interest relating to the request for an award from the 

Recreation Ground Charity received from the Parochial Church Council of which she is a 

member. 

 

Award of the Garner Cup: 

 

The Chairman presented the Garner Cup to Mr. Robert Wilson, highlighting Mr. Wilson’s long 

and valued involvement with the annual Santa’s Sleigh at Christmas time. 

The Chairman thanked Mr. Wilson for his work in this regard after which photographs were 

taken. After the award Mr.  & Mrs. Wilson left the meeting. 

 

Visit by Mr. Richard Dolman: the removal of asbestos from the former Coates site: 

 

M r. Dolman and Ms. Burton from the company given the contract to demolish the former 

Coates transport depot site in Main Street attended the meeting to explain how the asbestos 

would be removed and disposed of. 

 

Mr. Dolman gave a power point demonstration of how this work would be achieved. 
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Mr. Dolman replied that in this instance work would be suspended whilst those weather 

conditions prevailed. 

 

Mr. Francis asked when it was intended to start the demolition work. 

Mr. Dolman replied that work would commence during the following week. 

He also indicated that the footpath through the site would remain open to the public. 

 

Mrs. Chapman asked if the company had spoken to the immediate neighbour who had previously 

expressed some concern about the removal of the asbestos. 

Mr. Dolman confirmed that this had taken place. 

 

Mrs. Hutton asked how long it was thought that the work would last on the removal. 

Mr. Dolman replied that he had an eight week period in mind. 

 

The Chairman thanked both Mr. Dolman and Ms.Burton for attending the meeting and for giving 

the Council the information which was, he said, welcomed and had answered the concerns that 

members might have had. 

 

Visit by Ms. Claudia Clemente. Possible development of the Hewitt site on Cambridge 

Road. 

 

Ms. Clemente was accompanied by Mr. John Hewitt the owner of the site in question. 

Ms. Clemente explained what the proposed development of the Petersfield site involved. 

 

She said that technical surveys had been prepared and that it was intended to provide a 

residential development of 150 houses with associated allotments, play areas and a kick about 

area. 

This she said was in line with the Blaby District Council’s housing land supply needs. 

 

Mrs. Hutton asked if it was intended to have just one entrance into and out of the site. 

Ms. Clemente replied that this was the intention. 

 

Mrs. Cooper asked for clarification about the “noise bund” 

Ms. Clemente replied that it was intended to provide a natural barrier between the proposed 

development and the M1 which would include the planting of trees along this boundary. 

 

Mrs Silk asked for clarification about L.E.A.P. to which she was given the answer that this was 

Locally Equipped Areas of Play. 

 

Mr. Cave posed the question what would a development of this nature have on the village 

amenities. 

He was informed that this would be taken into consideration when the outline plans were 

submitted. 
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Mrs. Chapman asked if the area of land directly adjacent to the M1 Bridge on the Cambridge 

Road was to be a part of the overall scheme, to which the answer given was that at the moment 

this was not included in the proposed development. 

 

Ms. Phaorah asked whether within the total of 150 houses there would be an inclusion of 

affordable housing. 

Ms. Clemente replied that this was dependent upon viability testing criteria which would need to 

be agreed with the local council. 

 

Mrs. Silk said that she was impressed looking at the overall scheme from a bird’s eye viewpoint. 

 

Mr. Thompson of Chiltern Avenue said that the proposed site was close to his property and 

wondered whether it would be possible to have details of the proposal as shown on the map that 

had been circulated to members. 

The Clerk replied that at the present time this was simply an illustrative map and did not at the 

moment form part of a planning application. 

 

The Chairman thanked both Ms. Clemente and Mr. Hewitt for their attendance and at this point 

they left the meeting. 

 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting: 

 

It was proposed by Ms. Pharoah, seconded by Mrs. Silk that the minutes of the previous meeting, 

having been circulated, be signed as a true and accurate of that meeting. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Matters Arising: 

 

The Clerk outlined several matters arising from the previous minutes. 

 

Details of the Tree Preservation Order document had been placed both on the Council’s web site 

and in the village Notice Boards, said the Clerk. 

 

The Clerk said that he had made arrangements for the new CCTV cameras at the Village Hall. 

 

There were four quotations for the re-surfacing of the Cemetery pathways on the agenda which 

would be discussed later in the meeting, said the Clerk. 

 

Replies received: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following reply had been received. 

 

a) Richard Mugglestone:  Ref: Rural Housing Enabler. Housing Survey.  
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Correspondence: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following items of correspondence had been received. 

 

a) Mr. A. Tanner.    Ref: Weekly Lists. Planning applications. 

b) CHT Secretary.   Ref: Community Defibrillators. 

c) Sue Roughly. Cosby R.F.C.  Ref: Commencement of Rugby Club lighting. 

d) Blaby D.C.    Ref: National Citizen Service. 

e) L.C.C.     Ref: County Council Highways Forum. 

f) L.C.C.     Ref: Temporary Road Closure Notice. 

g) LOROS.     Ref: Annual Twilight Walk 26
th

 April. 

h) LOROS.    Ref: Paws 4 a Cause. Notices. 

i) Lloyds Bank.   Ref: Online Banking. 

j) Lloyds Bank.   Ref: Recreation Ground Charity Account. 

k) Lloyds Bank.   Ref: EIA Account. 

l) CCLA.     Ref: Recreation Ground Charity Account. 

m) Blackrock.   Ref: Charity of Dudley & Pope. 

n) NS & I.     Ref: Investment Accounts. 

o) Graveshore.   Ref: Brochure. 

p) The Courier.   Ref: Magazine. 

q) Burnt Oak Developments. Ref: Brochure. 

r) Secure a Field.   Ref: Brochure. 

s) B.D.C.     Ref: Older People’s Forum. 

t) Eon.    Ref: Micro Businesses. 

u) L.C.C.     Ref: Bus maps. 

 

It was agreed that the Clerk should make arrangements for someone from the Community Health 

Trust organisation to come to a future meeting of the council to discuss the subject of 

Community Defibrillators. 

 

Cemetery Pathway Resurfacing: 

 

The Clerk said that he had received the following quotations for the resurfacing of the Cemetery 

pathways. 

 

a) Martin Cowman Ltd.   £ 34,125.00   + VAT 

b) Alders Building Services.  £ 26,674.00   + VAT 

c) A.C.M.E (Leic) Ltd.   £ 29,194.00   + VAT 

d) D.T.M. Gardens & Landscapes Ltd. £ 26,954.56   + VAT 

 

Mrs. Hutton asked whether the Council were required to accept the lowest quotation. 

The Clerk replied that this was not the case. 

 

It was proposed by Mr. Cave, seconded by Mr. Francis that the quotation received from DTM 

Gardens & Landscapes Ltd should be the one that was accepted. 
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Disposal of the Chat Dome: 

 

The Clerk reported that he had received letters of interest from the following. 

 

At this point Mr. S. J. Pepper left the meeting whilst this item was being discussed. 

 

a) Old Newtonians’ Rugby Football Club.       

b) Blaby & Whetstone Youth Club.        

c) Cosby Golf Club.           

d) Mr. & Mrs. J. Pepper. 

 

It was agreed that the Clerk should write back to each of the interested parties regarding the 

criteria for the removal and disposal of the Chat Dome. 

 

The letter received from District Councillor Alan Tanner on this subject was duly noted and it 

was agreed that the disposal should proceed as had previously been agreed. 

 

Recreation Ground Charity Awards: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following requests had been received. 

 

a) Cosby Parochial Church Council         

b) Cosby Rugby Club.         

c) Cosby Utd Y. & J. F. C.          

d) Cosby Cricket Club.          

e) Cosby Utd Senior F.C.           

f) Cosby Parent & Child Group.         

g) C.O.P.W.A. 

 

The Clerk reported that there would be £945 available for distribution. 

 

It was proposed by Mrs. Cooper, seconded by Mrs. Chapman and agreed that the amount of each 

award for (a) – (e) should be £150.00 

For (f) the amount would be £100.00 and the amount for (g) would be £95.00 

 

Playground reports: 

 

The Clerk said that he had received playground reports for the last three months. 

 

Parish Council Surgeries: 

 

Monday 10
th

 February 2014 

 

In attendance: Councillors J. Chapman and E. Hutton. 
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As the resident works shifts (paramedic) and often returns home at 3.00am onwards, there is no 

night time street lighting in the close and he does not feel safe. He was advised that the Parish 

Clerk would be able to write to the County Council about his concerns on his behalf. He also 

brought up the problems the East Midlands Ambulanace Service has with not being able to find 

homes when on call outs due to the almost non existent lighting in some areas. He was advised 

that this was not in the remit of the Parish Council. 

 

A resident of Chiltern Avenue raised the following concern. 

 

The resident had read about the removal of the chat dome in the Cosby News. A long discussion 

took place, which included the resident saying he was not aware at the time of the existence of a 

chat dome or youth shelter being on the park. He had contacted the Parish Clerk, the police, and 

makers of play and fitness equipment. He reported that Sefton Council (Liverpool) were 

installing youth shelters in 37 locations and why were we removing ours. 

The resident passed on to the Councillors items of correspondence and brochures on play 

equipment and youth shelters for the park. He was advised that the decision to remove the chat 

dome had been approved by full council. 

 

Thursday 13
th

 February 2014: 

 

In attendance: Councillors Dorothy Cooper and Mike Howkins. 

 

1. New Trees planted in Chiltern Avenue in need of some low level fencing protection – mini 

stockade ? 

2. An audit is taking place of the amount of use of Cosby Library. 

 

Memorials: 

 

   The Clerk reported that the following memorial applications had been received. 

 

a) W.W.Busby & Sons.   All polished Charcoal Grey memorial Ref: Greet. 

b) W.W.Busby & Sons.   All polished Black Granite memorial Ref: Margaret Gold. 

c) W.W.Busby & Sons.   Additional Inscription Ref: Margaret Wood. 

 

It was proposed by Ms. Pharoah, seconded by Mrs. Silk that these applications be approved. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Planning Applications 

 

The Clerk reported that the following Planning applications had been received. 

 

a) Mr. N. Brady   13, Kingsfield Road. Extensions and Alterations to property. 

b) Mrs. V. Catcheside 50, Main Street. Pollarding of three trees. 

c) Mr. Mark Rojahn. 14, Kingsfield Road. Demolition of existing dwelling and erection 

      Of two storey detached dwelling and   

      detached Double garage at rear.         Page 6 



d) Mrs. S. Heath.  41 & 43 Croft Rd. Porch to front and repositioning of first floor 

      Side window. 

 

Planning Approvals etc: 

 

a) Westleigh Homes Variation of dwellings and garages. 

b) Mrs. Catcheside. Pollarding of 3 trees in Main Street. 

 

Authorisation of the Accounts: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following accounts had all been paid. 

 

P.C. World. Printer Inks.        £     347.90 

James Coles Nurseries. Trees.       £     251.88 

Street Orderly (1) January.       £     353.67 

Street Orderly (2) January.       £     207.10 

Cemetery Attendant. January.       £     397.20 

Clerk’s Salary  January.  + £12.43 Phone. + £11.90 Postage.   £     945.71 

Douglas Tonks Ltd.   January payroll.      £     462.49 

Totally Trees Ltd.  Christmas Lights.      £  2,694.00 

Wicksteed Leisure. Playground remedial works.     £     904.72 

DTM Gardens & Landscapes Ltd.  Invoice No. 5641    £     828.00 

Robert Action Products.  Litter Bags.       £       84.00 

Totally Trees.  Tree Planting.       £     150.00 

 

Mr. Cave queried the amount for the purchase of printer inks. 

The Clerk explained that he purchased these in bulk. 

Mrs. Chapman suggested that the Clerk might look into the prospect of refills. 

 

Mr. Cave asked about the amount for James Coles Nurseries. 

It was explained that this figure represented the agreed purchase of the four trees, two in Pretty 

Corner and two in Chiltern Avenue. 

 

It was proposed by Ms. Pharoah, seconded by Mr. Francis that the foregoing accounts be 

adopted. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Other Business: 

 

Mrs. Hutton mentioned the state of the grass verges in Lady Leys. 

 

It was agreed that the Clerk should write to the District Council about the inappropriate name 

chosen for the dwellings off Park Road, i.e. Rose Close. 

 

Mrs. Hutton said that she hoped that the Parish Council might have some say in the name for the 
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Mrs. Chapman drew attention to a sunken drain cover on Croft Road, which the Clerk said he 

would report to the County Council. 

 

Mrs. Cooper asked if there was a byelaw in existence about vehicles parking completely on the 

pavements around the village. 

 

Mrs. Silk asked if the Clerk could examine the provision of a further bollard opposite the library 

along Main Street to deter vehicles from parking in that location. 

 

Mrs. Silk highlighted the problem of the non illumination of the zebra crossing by the 

newsagents which unlike the one in the Nook that was illuminated. 

The Clerk would write to the County Council to see if there could be some better illumination of 

the zebra crossing mentioned by Mrs. Silk. 

 

Mrs. Silk mentioned the damaged stile in the field opposite Chapel Lane where the bottom bar 

had gone completely. 

The Clerk would report this to the County Council. 

 

Mr. Francis said that he understood that the new owner of the Huntsman Public House was 

intending to keep it as a going concern as a Public House. 

 

Ms. Pharoah asked if the Clerk had received any correspondence from the Post Master about the 

future viability of the business. 

The Clerk replied that he had received nothing to date. 

 

In answer to a question from Ms. Pharoah the Clerk said that he was seeking three quotes for the 

work to be done at the Pinfold. 

 

Ms. Pharoah said that the Wages and Salaries Sub-committee would need to meet early in 

March. 

 

Mrs. Silk asked if the Clerk had got any further news about the fate of the red telephone box in 

the Nook and whether or not the Council could acquire it. 

The Clerk replied that he had heard nothing since last asking the District Council about this 

subject. 

The Clerk would write to BT on this subject. 

 

Details of the Council Surgeries for March were agreed. 

 

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.35pm. 

 

 

 

 

         ............................................. 
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