
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING: 

 

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on January 16
th

 2014 in the Cosby 

Community Church Rooms, Croft Road, Cosby. 

........................................................................................................................................................... 

 

Present:     Mr. M. Howkins, Chairman. 

      Mr. P. Cave, Mr. S. Pepper, Mr. A. Tanner. 

      Mrs. M. Silk, Mrs. J. Chapman, Mrs. D. Cooper. 

      Mrs. E. Hutton, Ms. C. Pharoah. 

 

Apologies:     Mr. M. Francis. 

      Mr. D. Jennings. County Councillor. 

 

Also Present:     Carol Parker Blaby District Council. 

      PCSO Ashley Waters. 

      PCSO Zak Malik. 

 

Declarations of Interest: 

 

There were none. 

 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting: 

 

It was pointed out that there should not be an apostrophe in the sentence in matters arising regarding 

Tree Preservations Orders in force in the village. 

It was proposed by Ms. Pharoah, seconded by Mrs. Silk that the minutes of the previous meeting, having 

been circulated, be signed as a true record of that meeting with the removal of the apostrophe. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Matters Arising: 

 

The Clerk outlined several matters arising from the previous minutes. 

 

The trees for Pretty Corner and Chiltern Avenue would be planted next Thursday said the Clerk. 

The grants agreed for the Church Clock and for the Commbus Project had been sent said the Clerk. 

The Clerk also reported that he had sent a cheque to the Secretary of the Allotment Society as had been 

agreed by the Council for the repairs that had been made to the entrance roadway into the Allotments. 

The Clerk said that he would make arrangements to place details of the Tree Preservation Order 

document on the Council Web site and also in the village Notice Boards. 

 

Replies received: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following replies had been received. 

 

a) Mrs. J. Franklin. C.P.C.C.   Ref: Donation for Church Clock      Page 1  



b) Mr. Alan West. Commbus.  Ref: Donation to Commbus.   

c) Mr. Richard Mugglestone.  Ref: Rural Housing. 

d) Wicksteed Leisure.   Ref: Playground remedial Works. 

e) Wicksteed Leisure.   Ref: Playground Invoice  £ 753.93 + VAT 

 

Visit by Carol Parker - Anti-Social Behaviour Officer at Blaby District Council. 

 

The Clerk said that Ms. Parker had been invited as a result of a request received from the Community 

Services Group Manager at the District Council, Quin Quinney that someone should visit the Council to 

explain the role of the Anti- Social Behaviour Officer and how their work impacted on the village. 

Ms. Parker was accompanied by PCSO Ashley Waters and PCSO Zak Malik. 

 

Ms. Parker said that she had been in post at the District Council for three months and was learning about 

the role every day. She said that Anti- Social behaviour was something that causes alarm or distress and 

damages community life. 

 

She outlined the various strategies that were in place to combat such behaviour and highlighted the value 

of the BB19 Youth Bus which visited Cosby on Tuesdays. 

 

The Clerk explained that members of the Council had received details of the Monthly crime figures for 

December 2013 which indicated that Cosby was a hot spot for anti-social behaviour, particularly on and 

around the Village Hall car park. 

 

Ms. Parker confirmed that there had been two “contracts” issued within the last few months to youths 

engaged in anti-social behaviour. 

 

Mrs. Cooper said that no mention had been made about the problems being experienced with drugs and 

asked what people should do if they suspected this sort of activity was taking place. 

Ms. Parker replied that there should be a close liaison with the Police in this regard and that there were 

regular police patrols made under what was known as Operation Antidote. 

 

PCSO Waters said that action in this respect depended upon the evaluation made as to the seriousness of 

the situation. But that arrest could be made if it was decided that the activity was of a criminal nature. 

 

Mrs. Cooper asked if any liaison took place with parents to which the answer was in the affirmative. 

 

Mrs. Silk asked how information was made available to residents who were suffering from anti-social 

behaviour in their locality. She said that many people suffer because they don’t know what to do about 

the problem. 

Ms Parker said that her department were working closely with the Police Beat Surgeries and that the 

Police were identifying streets to disseminate information to. 

 

Ms. Pharoah said that as far as giving information to the Police people were possibly afraid to report 

problems as they might have to give personal details. 

 

Ms. Parker said that this was not the case, personal details were not required.  Page 2. 



Mrs. Chapman said that the publication “Leicestershire Matters” contained useful telephone numbers in 

this regard. 

Mrs. Chapman also mentioned that the Chat Dome on the Park was being removed as it was a magnet 

for anti-social behaviour issues, when it was put there it was for the benefit of the youths of the village 

but was being abused. 

Ms. Parker expressed the view that it was a shame that it was being removed. 

 

Mrs. Hutton asked the PCSO present how much time was spent in Cosby in an average day. 

PCSO Waters replied that approximately 25% of a shift was spent in Cosby, Blaby, Whetstone or Glen 

Parva. 

 

Ms. Pharoah asked how the Police operated when they visited a known “hot spot” to which the reply 

was given that they used various methods and the response was usually location dependent. 

 

Mrs. Silk asked if there was an average age for anti-social behaviour. The answer was that it went from 

age 11 to adulthood. 

 

Ms. Parker assured the Council that there were a lot of people involved in the whole process and she felt 

that progress was being made to combat the problems. 

 

Mr. Cave asked if the Anti-Social behaviour department was a new initiative at the District Council to 

which Ms. Parker replied it wasn’t and that her predecessor was Zoe Coulson who had moved into 

another role. 

 

Ms. Parker concluded by saying that if people did not tell her department about problems then they 

would not know what was going on. 

She provided the information that the new Beat Officer for Cosby was PC James Turner No 2203 or that 

members of the public could use the 101 Number using Option Number 2. 

 

Mr. Howkins thanked the visitors for coming to the meeting and they left at 8.10pm. 

 

Correspondence: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following items of correspondence had been received. 

 

  a)  Blaby District Council.   Ref: Anti-Social Behaviour.    

  b)  Leicestershire Police.   Ref: Monthly Crime and ASB figures.  

c) Ms. Angela Naish.   Ref: Dog barking problem.    

d) Mr. H. Chapman.    Ref: Allotment Roadway repairs.   

e) Claudia Clemente.   Ref: Hewitt’s Sportsturf Site.   

 

The Clerk said that the letter from Claudia Clemente of Barton Willmore UK indicates that she would 

like to visit the Council to discuss the development of the Hewitt’s Sportsturf Site on Cambridge Road. 

He said that he had therefore invited her to attend the February meeting to put before the Council the 

ideas for the development of this site for residential development. 
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f) Leicestershire C.C.    Ref: Posters for Adult Learning Services. 

g) Leicestershire C.C.    Ref: Advance Notice of Road Closure. 

h) Leicestershire C.C.    Ref: Planning Application Response. 

i) Aon. Insurance.    Ref: Annual renewal Notice & Endorsements. 

j) Charity Commission.   Ref: Annual Return of Thomas Pope Charity. 

k) Charity Commission.   Ref: Annual Return of Recreation Ground Charity. 

l) Western Power Distribution.  Ref: Certificate of Unmetered Supply. 

m) Eon.      Ref: Electricity Account Statement.  £ 120.38 

n) Keith Nixon Electrician.    Ref: Invoice Christmas Lights.          £ 285.50 

o) Blackrock.     Ref: Charinco Common Investment Fund. 

p) Clerk & Councils Direct.   Ref: Magazine. 

q) The Clerk.     Ref: Magazine. 

r) ADT Fire & Security.   Ref: Quote for new CCTV cameras.  £ 874.21 

s) ROSPA.     Ref: Playground Inspections. 

t) Blaby District Council.   Ref: Budget Consultation Questionnaire. 

u) John Marlow.     Ref: Document on the Future of Library Services. 

v) David Jennings.     Ref: Libraries. 

w) Mr. Andrew Strang.   Ref: Celebrating the Centenary of WW1. 

x) Mrs. G. Kirby.     Ref: Cemetery reservation. 

y) Blaby District Council.   Ref: Shared funding. 

z) Blaby District Council.   Ref: Cleansing Services 2014. 

 

The Clerk gave a report on the two Charity Returns that had been made in the name of the council. 

The quote from ADT for the new CCTV cameras was approved and the Clerk would set this in motion 

for them to be installed. 

 

The Clerk would reply to the letter received from Ms Naish on the subject of Dog barking nuisance. 

 

Parish Councillors Surgeries 

 

Monday 6
th

 January 2014   

Councillor in attendance: Mike Howkins 

The following concerns were raised:- 

1. What is happening about the removal of the chat dome? – informed that the matter has been 

actioned and is in hand. 

2. Drains in Cosby.  Rather a large number of drains in Cosby are blocked.  Does the County Council 

clear them regularly?  Noted that a number of drains on Countesthorpe Road and Narborough Road 

are blocked. 

3. Broughton Road, opposite Chapel Lane – a huge branch is overhanging the brook and part of the 

road.  If it comes down it may cause an accident. 
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4 Trees in Cemetery – various trees, including some Rowan trees, have a number of dead branches, 

which have been coming down in the recent winds.  If not dealt with these may cause a hazard. 

Thursday 9
th

 January 2014 

Councillor in attendance: Margaret Silk 

The following concerns were raised:- 

1. Who is clearing the Irish bridge and when? 

2. Wouldn’t it be a good idea to put the sign NO HGV on the Lutterworth Road before they enter 

Shuttleworth Lane when it is too late? 

The Clerk will write to the County Council on this suggestion. 

 

The Garner Cup. 

 

It was proposed by Mrs. Chapman, seconded by Mr. Pepper that the award of the Garner Cup for 2014 

should be made to Mr. Robert Wilson for all his efforts in providing the transport for the Santa Sleigh 

around the village for a number of years. 

 

It was proposed by Mrs. Hutton, seconded by Ms. Pharoah that the award should be made to Mrs. 

Dorothy Cooper for her work in providing the village with the floral decorations in all the various 

planters. 

A vote was taken which resulted in the decision that the award should be made to Mr. Wilson. 

 

Report from the Precept/ Budget Sub Committee: 

 

The Clerk reported that the Precept /Budget Sub Committee met on January 14
th

 to consider the 

Council’s Precept requirements for 2014/2015 and their recommendations were as follows. 

a) That the amounts placed on Special deposit be re-invested when they mature in April 2014. 

b) That the earmarked sums outlined be set aside for the various projects mentioned. 

c) That the Precept for 2014/2015 be set at £ 68,262 ( a government grant being paid of £ 4,738 

which will supplement this figure) 

 

The Clerk outlined the budget figures in detail giving the amounts spent in the current year and the 

forecasted figures under each heading for 2014/2015. 

 

Mrs. Cooper and Mrs Chapman apologised for having missed the sub-committee meeting. 

 

As far as recommendation a) was concerned Ms. Pharoah asked that the Clerk check the various rates of 

interest being available prior to the re-investment being made. 

In terms of recommendation b) the Clerk said that he would seek additional quotes for the Cemetery 

pathways re-tarmacing that was to be done. 
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It was proposed by Ms. Pharoah, seconded by Mrs. Cooper that the various recommendations of the 

Precept Sub-committee be accepted and that the Precept for 2014/2015 be set at £ 68,262. 

This was agreed unanimously 

The Clerk was thanked for his work on the accounts and the preparation of the budget. 

 

Memorials: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following memorial application had been received. 

 

W.W.Busby & Sons  ref: additional inscription on the grave of the late Stephen Merry in the name of 

Doris Frances Ward. 

 

It was proposed by Ms. Pharoah, seconded by Mrs. Hutton that this application be accepted. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Planning Applications 

 

The Clerk reported that the following Planning application had been received. 

 

a) Westleigh Homes.     H.W.Coates Ltd 61 Main Street. Cosby. 

       Variation of dwellings and garages at plots 3 & 4 (further to  

        planning permission 13/0328/1/PX) 

There were no observations made on this application. 

 

Planning Approvals etc: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following Planning approval had been received. 

 

a) Mrs. Stephen Worley.  18, Portland Street.   Dated 28.11.2013 single story extension. 

 

Authorisation of the Accounts: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following accounts had all been paid. 

 

E on Lighting Maintenance.      £       68.77 

Street Orderly (1)   December payment.    £     353.67 

Street Orderly (2)   December payment.     £     207.10 

Cemetery Attendant.   December payment.    £     397.40 

Clerk’s salary              December payment £ 921.38  

    + £ 12.43 phone. + £ 9.10 postage. 

    + £ 35.97 warranties (3) + £ 39.00 gifts. £  1,017.88 

Cosby Parochial Church Council Donation.     £     750.00 

The Commbus Project.   Donation.     £     250.00 

Cosby Allotment Society Donation.     £     505.78 

Eon Electricity Charges.      £     120.38 

Keith Nixon Electrician. Christmas Lights.    £     285.50         Page 6 



It was proposed by Ms. Pharoah, seconded by Mrs. Hutton that the foregoing accounts be adopted. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Other Business: 

 

Mr. Cave said that he had noticed that there seemed to be children playing at the former Middleton/ 

Cosby House site during the daytime. 

Mr. Howkins said that it was understood that they had their lunches there. 

 

Mrs. Chapman said that the restaurant side of the business of the former owners of the Middleton was 

for a cookery school. 

 

Mr. Tanned circulated a paper he had acquired from the planning department at the District Council 

which outlined the notifications as to planning applications that were being received. 

He said that from the previous minutes he had noticed that in his absence County Councillor Mr. 

Jennings had replied to the majority of the points raised regarding how applications were dealt with by 

District Councillors. 

 

He said that he apologised for the fact that the application submitted by the Cosby Golf Club had not as 

Mrs Hutton had said “hit him as being in need of his attention.” 

 

Mr. Tanner said that he understood that some Parish Councils had a Planning sub-committee. 

Mrs. Chapman said that this idea had been a suggestion that she had made, but that if District 

Councillors were fulfilling their role then such a sub-committee was not in fact needed as a direct link to 

the Clerk to the Council would suffice. 

Mr. Cave said that in future if a District Councillor saw an application that had Cosby on it and thought 

that it needed attention this should be highlighted to the Clerk immediately. 

 

Mrs. Silk said that she wished to collect the coffee money next month. 

 

Dates for the February Councillor’s Surgeries were agreed. 

 

Mrs. Silk asked whether the Council had any recourse to requiring an elected District Councillor to 

attend meetings of the Parish Council as she said, Mrs. Forey had not been to a meeting since she 

resigned as a member of the Parish Council but she was still an elected District Councillor for Cosby. 

 

In answer to the question posed by Mrs Chapman about the resurfacing of the basketball stand area on 

the park the Clerk replied that this had not been done due to adverse weather conditions as the park was 

far too wet for this to take place. 

 

Mrs. Chapman said that she had been very disappointed with the Christmas Lights this year. They had 

been off far too often. 

Mrs. Silk said that she thought that the lights were the best that they had ever been but that there had 

been problems with some of them due to fuses being blown.  
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Mrs. Hutton mentioned the problems being experienced in White Barn Drive and Lady Leys by vehicles 

parking on the grassed areas and churning the grass up. 

Mrs. Chapman said that it was the District Council that looked after this area and that when a similar 

problem occurred in Jamesway Mr Howkins reminded the meeting that parking bays had been 

constructed to alleviate the problem. 

 

Mr. Tanner said that the Clerk should be congratulated on the letter that had been sent in connection 

with the planning application for the construction of stables on Countesthorpe Road, which had been 

very persuasive in the application being turned down. 

 

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.21 pm.  

The date of the next meeting being February 20
th

. 

 

 

 

 

          ......................................... 

          Mr. M. Howkins. Chairman 

          February 20
th

 2014. 
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