
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

 

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on November 21
st
 2013 in the Cosby 

Community Church Rooms, Croft Road, Cosby. 

............................................................................................................................................................ 

 

Present:     Mr. M. Howkins, Chairman. 

      Mr. S. Pepper, Mr. A. Tanner. 

      Mrs. M. Silk, Mrs. J. Chapman, Mrs. D. Cooper. 

      Ms. C. Pharoah. 

 

Apologies:     Mrs. E. Hutton. 

      Mr. P. Cave, Mr. M. Francis. 

      Mr. D. Jennings. County Councillor. 

 

Also Present:     Mrs. C. Quayle.  Chapel Lane. 

      Mr. Billson.         Chapel Lane. 

      Mr. M. Rossiter. Arriva Bus Company. 

 

Declarations of Interest: 

 

Mr. Tanner made the usual Declaration of Interest with regard to the various Planning 

applications on the agenda. 

 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting: 

 

It was proposed by Mrs. Silk, seconded by Mrs. Cooper that the minutes of the previous meeting, 

having been circulated, be signed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Matters Arising: 

 

The Clerk outlined several matters arising from the previous minutes. 

 

The reply had been received from the District Council said the Clerk, regarding the precise 

location and description of the TPO’s in the village. 

A reply had also been received from the County Council regarding the placement of a tree in the 

Chiltern Avenue part of the village said the Clerk. 

 

The Christmas lights would be in place by the end of November said the Clerk. 

 

The Clerk said that the point made by Mrs. Cooper at the last meeting regarding the Golf Club 

Planning application and whether or not the proposal involved “coming out onto the highway” 

had not in fact been completely accurate but that he had not been in a position at the last meeting 

to correct the erroneous nature of the statement. 
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The Clerk said that he had not as yet made any arrangements to take the Chat Dome down. 

 

There was an application on the agenda, said the Clerk, for work to be done on the willow trees 

in Main Street that had been mentioned by Mrs. Hutton. 

 

Mr. Pepper said that perhaps the Council ought to seek quotes for the Chat Dome removal. 

 

Ms. Pharoah asked if the Clerk would provide members of the Council with the details of the 

TPO’s in the village. 

The Clerk replied that these would be available by the next meeting. 

 

Replies received. 

 

The Clerk reported that the following replies had been received. 

 

a) Peter Kenyon L.C.C.   Ref: Jubilee Tree on Chiltern Avenue. 

b) Blaby D.C.    Ref: Location of TPO’s in Cosby. 

 

Visit by Mr. Mick Rossiter. General Manager Arriva - Wigston: 

 

Mr. Rossiter thanked the Council for the invite to visit the Council to explain the changes that he 

was hoping to make to the Arriva Bus Services No 84 and 84A to Cosby and Whetstone. 

He said that he had also attended the Countesthorpe Parish Council meeting and that this had 

been a useful exercise. 

 

It had been agreed, he explained, to set up a working group as a result of the visit to 

Countesthorpe to look into what needed to be channelled back to the Company by way of 

complaints about their service and that he hoped to be able to undertake something similar with 

Cosby. 

 

He said that the development of the Arriva service was under a complete review as it was 

recognised that the service had deteriorated over the last few years but that it would take some 

time to put changes into place especially as the 84 service went all the way out to Lutterworth. 

 

Mrs. Chapman said that she was pleased to see a personal contact with the Company as she 

described the 84 service as the Cinderella of the Company with only limited buses whereas some 

other routes were overflowing with buses almost every few minutes. 

 

Mr. Rossiter explained the number of buses was always connected with the economics of the 

Company and how profitable a route was. 

 

Mrs. Cooper said that the 84A service did not come to Cosby but only went as far as Whetstone 

whereas the 84 went all round the houses in Whetstone and she wondered why this was the case. 
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Ms. Pharoah commented on the poor service provided to the village on a Sunday, making the 

point that parishioners were seriously disadvantaged if they wished to visit Leicester on a 

Sunday. 

She also said that the A426 corridor was horrendous for everyone. 

 

Mr. Rossiter said that Sunday services were all about money and that these issues needed to be 

looked at by the Company. 

 

Ms. Pharoah asked if the Company would address the situation mentioned by Mrs. Cooper about 

the 84 bus going all round the houses in Whetstone when the 84A provided this service anyway. 

 

Mrs. Silk mentioned that Cosby did not have its own Doctors Surgery and that parishioners had 

to travel to Blaby to visit the Doctor and were at a disadvantage in doing this as timings were so 

limited and didn’t match appointments easily. 

 

Mrs. Chapman asked if the cost of the A426 corridor could be justified as it seemed to be so little 

used by such a limited service. 

 

Mr. Howkins asked if the Company could look at the number of buses that were being provided 

out to Lutterworth many of which were completely empty when they passed through Cosby. 

 

Mrs. Chapman asked if Mr. Rossiter had had the opportunity to visit Broughton Astley Parish 

Council yet to which he replied that he hadn’t so far. 

Ms. Pharoah said that she wished to pass on a positive comment about the good natured manner 

of the Bus drivers on the service despite the problems mentioned. 

 

The Chairman thanked Mr. Rossiter for coming to talk to the Council and for his willingness to 

listen to the points made.  

Mr. Rossiter left the meeting at 8.12 pm. 

 

The Clerk said that Mrs. Quayle from Chapel Lane had telephoned him to ask whether it was 

possible for her to attend and speak at the Council meeting about the Planning Application 

submitted by the Cosby Golf Club. 

 

Before taking the items of Correspondence the Chairman said that he would take the questions 

raised by Mrs. Quayle and Mr. Billson, who was also present, at this point in the meeting. 

 

Mr. Billson said that he would like to know what was going on regarding the application and 

how it was being determined. 

Mr. Billson said he could not understand how it could be determined by the Officers and not the 

Development Control Committee. 

 

The Chairman read out the letter sent by the Clerk to the District Council. 
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Mr. Tanner said that he had approached the Officer dealing with the application at the District 

Council on the Friday following the last meeting and was told that he “was out of date for being 

able to call in the application”. 

 

The Clerk said that he had spoken with Mr. Gibson, one of the Officers at the District Council 

and had asked for an extension beyond the due date which was October 15
th

 for any response to 

be made and had requested an extension until after the Parish Council meeting of October 17
th

 

and would make a response the following day, which he had done in person. 

The Clerk stated that Mr. Gibson had indicated that there would be no problem with having this 

extension as the application was unlikely to be discussed until well after October 17
th

 in any 

case. 

 

Mrs. Silk asked District Councillor Mr. Tanner when he gets to learn of planning applications 

that are to be dealt with as a member of the Development Control Committee. 

Mr. Tanner replied that he did not get any warning letter about this application. 

 

Mrs. Silk asked whether applications are published as agenda items for the Development Control 

Committee and as such could not comprehend how Mr. Tanner had not any knowledge of this 

application and whether it might be controversial. 

 

Mr. Billson said that he believed that the application had been dealt with in an underhand 

fashion, and that it should not be possible for just one person to determine an application of this 

nature. 

 

Mr. Billson asked how parishioners could appeal against a decision that might be taken to permit 

this application. 

The Clerk provided the explanation as to what the procedures were in cases where decisions 

were taken that might lead to appeal. 

 

Ms. Pharoah said that clearly there had been a discrepancy between the various dates in this case, 

but could not really understand why District Councillors were not informed before the event so 

as to be able, as had been mentioned, “to call in” an application to be determined by Committee. 

 

Mr. Billson asked if the Parish Council’s letter would be considered if the due date had been 

missed. 

Mr. Howkins said that it would have been put into the system and was in fact on the Council web 

site. 

 

Ms. Pharoah suggested that the Council ask the Clerk to write to the Planning Officers at the 

District Council to express the dismay of the Council about the procedure adopted in this case. 

This was agreed. 

 

At this point Mrs. Quayle and Mr. Billson left the meeting. 
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Correspondence: 

 

The Clerk said that the following items of correspondence had been received. 

 

a) Mrs. D. Cooper.   Ref: Bramble Walk. (DTM Gardens) 

b) Mrs. M. Silk.   Ref: Parking in Chiltern Ave. (Police) 

c) Blaby D.C.    Ref: Civic Christmas Carol Concert. 

d) Blaby D.C.    Ref: Council Tax Support Grants. 

e) Blaby D.C.    Ref: Parish Council’s Liaison Event. 

f) L.C.C.    Ref: Youth Offending Service Feedback. 

g) L. & R. A. L. C.    Ref: October Newsletter. 

h) Blaby & Whetstone Boys Club. Ref: Appeal. 

i) Royal Tigers Association. Ref: Appeal. 

j) Community Action.  Ref: Appeal. 

k) War Memorials Trust.  Ref: Taking Care of War Memorials. 

l) Healthwatch Leicestershire. Ref: Poster. 

m) Aon.    Ref: Snow Clearance, Salting & Gritting. 

n) Wicksteed Playscapes.  Ref: Safety report. 

o) S.L.C.C.     Ref: Annual Membership Renewal. 

p) Blackrock.   Ref: Dudley & Popes Charity Statement. 

q) Clerks Direct.   Ref: Magazine. 

r) The Clerk.   Ref: Magazine. 

s) Proludic.    Ref: Brochure. 

t) Mr. D. Jennings. L.C.C.   Ref: Highways Department response. 

u) Mr. Richard Mugglestone.  Ref: Housing Needs Survey. 

v) Mr. Graham Anderson.  Ref: Village Hall issues. 

w) Cosby Junior Football Club. Ref: Car parking issues at Village Hall. 

 

Mr. Tanner explained his involvement with the Affordable Housing needs survey. 

 

The points raised by Mr. Anderson and the Junior Football Club would be addressed. 

 

Parish Council Surgery Monday 11
th

 November: 

 

Councillors Mrs. Chapman and Mr. Howkins were in attendance. 

 

The following concerns were raised. 

 

1. Overgrown vegetation in the brook. 

2. Names of two children mentioned who are being nuisances in and around Cosby 

 Library. Reported by Library staff to the Library manager. 

3. Overgrown willow trees in the area of the brook, opposite Bangla Lodge and adjacent to 

 the footbridge opposite the Post Office (obscuring the light by the footbridge) 

4. Between the Golf Club Car park entrance and Shuttleworth Lane, at times of heavy 

 rainfall there is often a large puddle on the field side of Broughton Road. 
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5. Why are the bins in Cosby always emptied on Monday? District Councils views 

 explained. 

6.  Rowan trees in the Cemetery need attention. 

7. School sign on Narborough Road pointing up Portland Street could this be updated to 

 “Cosby Primary School”. This is a school issue. 

 

Mrs. Silk mentioned the state of the pavement near to Linley Green which she highlighted as 

being a trip hazard. 

The Clerk would report this to the County Council 

 

Mr. Tanner left the meeting at this point at 9.12pm. 

 

Memorials: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following Memorial application had been received. 

 

W.W.Busby & Sons.  All Polished Black Granite Lawn Memorial (replacement) 

  The late Joan E. Blackwood. 

 

It was proposed by Ms. Pharoah, seconded by Mr. Pepper that the application be approved. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Planning Applications: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following Planning applications had been received. 

 

a) Amended Planning application 9, Tudor Drive.   Erection of ground floor and first  

        floor side extension. 

 

b) Mrs. Verity Catcheside            50, Main Street.     Crown thinning, crown lifting and  

        crown reduction of three willow  

        trees. 

c) The Herbert Family.  Cosby Hill Farm.  Conversion of agricultural barn to  

         residential dwelling, erection of car  

        port, associated access and   

        landscaping and demolition of  

        existing Dutch barn. 

 

There were no observations made on any of the above applications. 

 

Planning Approvals 

 

The Clerk reported that the following Planning approval had been received. 

 

a) Mr & Mrs. Knowles. 9, Tudor Drive.      Dated October 10
th

 2013. 
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Authorisation of the Accounts: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following accounts had all been paid. 

 

ADT Fire & Security PLC.      £      230.92 

Douglas Tonks Ltd. October Payroll Administration.  £      462.49 

Street Orderly (1) October payment.     £      353.67 

Street Orderly (2) October payment.     £      207.10 

Cemetery Work    October payment.     £      397.20 

Clerk’s salary        October payment.     + £12.43 Phone.  

         + £12.39 postage.  

         + £42.48 Office Supplies. £      988.68 

Newave.  Christmas Lights.      £   3,427.92 

D.T.M Gardens & Landscapes Ltd. Invoice No. 5549  £      595.80 

Blaby D.C.  Cemetery Refuse Bins.    £        40.80 

ADT Fire & Security Ltd. CCTV Maintenance.   £      457.57 

S.L.C.C.  Annual Membership Renewal.    £      147.00 

Mrs. D. Cooper. Village Plants.     £        41.92 

Royal British Legion Poppy Wreath Donation.   £        75.00 

Clerk’s Contractual Payment.      £   1,553.13 

 

It was proposed by Ms. Pharoah, seconded by Mrs. Chapman that the foregoing accounts be 

adopted. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Thanks were expressed to Mrs. Cooper for the work done on the flower tubs. 

 

Other Business: 

 

Ms. Pharoah mentioned the report from the Sub-committee looking into what might be done with 

the Penfold. 

Mrs. Chapman proposed, Mrs. Silk seconded that the recommendations be accepted and the 

Council to seek quotes for the necessary works. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Ms. Pharoah mentioned the damaged road name sign on the Countesthorpe Road. 

 

Mrs. Silk said that she thought that it was necessary to have a second bollard placed on the 

corner of Ashtree Road to deter motorists from entering the grassed area in front of the houses 

between Ashtree Road and Cambridge Road. 

 

Mrs. Silk mentioned the practice of motorists who regularly park on the hatched markings on 

Main Street opposite the Bulls Head. 

The Clerk would put this into the Cosby News asking for parishioners to report instances to the 

Police. 
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Mrs. Silk wondered whether it might be possible to request that a 20mph speed limit be 

introduced through the village as was the case in Kilby. 

 

Mrs. Silk also raised the question of Speed checks being made again in the village as had 

occurred some years ago. 

 

Mrs. Cooper said that it was necessary to be planting the trees on Pretty Corner quite soon as was 

also the case for the tree to be planted on Chiltern Avenue. 

Mrs. Cooper would liaise with the Clerk on this matter and would approach Coles Nurseries for 

the purchase and planting. 

 

Mrs. Chapman mentioned the problems being experienced with the passage through the village 

of the Beaver Buses especially along Croft Road and Park Road, but said that there was probably 

nothing that could be done about this situation as they were school buses. 

 

Details of December Council Surgeries were agreed. 

 

Mr. Howkins said that he would provide the usual Christmas hospitality for the December 

meeting. 

There being no further business he declared the meeting closed at 9.37pm. 

   

 

 

 

 

         ................................. 

         M. Howkins. Chairman. 
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