
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING: 

 

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on July 18
th

 2013 in the Cosby 

Community Church Rooms, Croft Road, Cosby. 

............................................................................................................................................................ 

 

Present:     Mr. M. Howkins, Chairman. 

      Mr. P. Cave, 

      Mrs. M. Silk, Mrs. D. Cooper, Mrs. E. Hutton 

      Ms. C. Pharoah. 

 

Apologies:     Mr. M. Francis, Mr. S. Pepper, Mr. A. Tanner 

      Mrs. J. Chapman. 

      Mr. D. Jennings.  County Councillor. 

 

Also Present:     Mr. G. Anderson. Cosby Village Hall. 

 

Declarations of Interest: 

 

There were none. 

 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting: 

 

It was proposed by Ms. C. Pharoah, seconded by Mrs. D. Cooper that the Minutes of the previous meeting, 

having been circulated, be signed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Matters Arising: 

 

The Clerk said that there was a letter on the agenda from Mr. Chapman on behalf of the Allotment Society on 

the subject previously discussed and that the meeting between him and Mr. Pepper had shown that the 

suggestion made by Mr. Pepper with regard to the drainage at the entrance to the Allotments was not feasible. 

 

The Clerk reported that he had written to the District Council’s Planning department with the Councils views on 

the development of Coates Yard and that he had mentioned all the points of concern raised by parishioners at 

the previous meeting. 

 

The Parish Council web site had been updated, reported the Clerk. 

 

The dead tree in Main Street had been removed said the Clerk. 

 

The state of the street name signs had been reported to the District Council, said the Clerk, and these would be 

replaced in the near future. 

 

The County Council had recently completed the re-painting of all the white lines in the village said the Clerk, 

including the zig- zag lines at the junction of Croft  Road and Park Road. 

 

Ms. Pharoah mentioned the need for there to be a sign on Countesthorpe Road warning vehicles that Overnight 

Parking was not permitted near to the disused railway bridge. 

The Clerk said that he would bring this matter to the attention of the County Council. 
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Replies Received 
 

The Clerk reported that the following replies had been received. 

 

a) Shaw & Sons.  Ref: Burial Register. 

b) Wicksteed Leisure. Ref: Order Acknowledgement for Safety Check. 

c) Royal Mail.  Ref: Confirmation of Redirection Service. 

d) Totally Trees.  Ref: Tree Works on Pretty Corner.           

e) Mr. H. Chapman.  Ref: The Allotment Society roadway entrance. 

 

Mrs. Cooper said that she had noted the contents of the reply received from Totally Trees on the state of the 

trees on the Lady Field at Pretty Corner. 

Mrs. Cooper mentioned that the trees highlighted in the reply were planted in 2006/07 and in addition she 

showed members of the Council the type of thorns that were mentioned in the report. 

 

Mrs. Silk asked whether the crowns of the trees in question could be raised to alleviate the problem described. 

Mrs. Cooper replied that this would be perfectly possible. 

 

Mr. Howkins asked whether the Council was in agreement that the two chestnut trees, that were described as 

being “not viable for much longer” in view of the amount of fungal growth and die back allied to possible stem 

failure, should be removed. 

This was agreed. 

 

The Clerk was asked to reply to Totally Trees asking that the other trees have the lower branches taken off. 

 

It was further agreed that the two Chestnut Trees once removed would be replaced by Rowan Trees planted 

further back from the footpath. 

 

Mrs. Cooper asked the Clerk if in his reply to Totally Trees he could mention the state of the Ash Tree on Park 

Road near to the entrance to Lady Leys which required some broken branches to be removed. 

The Clerk said that he would include this in his letter. 

 

Correspondence. 

 

The Clerk reported that the following items of correspondence have been received. 

 

a) Graham Anderson. Ref: Cosby Village Hall A.G.M. Report & Accounts  

b) Mr. M. Howkins.  Ref: A Defibrillator for Cosby. 

c) Mr. M. Howkins.  Ref: The Chairman’s Walk 2013. 

d) B.D.C.    Ref: Sports Activities in Cosby BB19 Bus. 

e) B.D.C.    Ref: Mobile Skate park Sessions. 

f) B.D.C.    Ref: Open Spaces Survey. 

g) B.D.C.    Ref: Street Naming Proposals in B.D.C.  

h) B.D.C.    Ref: Contact Magazine. 

i) L.C.C.    Ref: Planning Application Consultation response. 

j) Severn Trent.  Ref: Cemetery Water Rates Bill.   £ 14.28 

k) Blackrock.   Ref: Charinco Common Investment Fund. 

l) CCLA.   Ref: COIF Charities Investment Fund. 

m) Clerks Direct.  Ref: Magazine. 

n) The Clerk.   Ref: Magazine. 

o) Wicksteed Leisure. Ref: Brochure. 
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Mr. Anderson gave a resume of his report to the Council on the Cosby Village Hall A.G.M and Accounts. 

He said that it was a struggle each year to get the Income to Expenditure into sync. 

There was, he said, usually a loss of £2000 per annum, which it would be possible to address with two good 

wedding functions. 

 

There was however the problem of the size of the hall which was not often suitable for small functions allied to 

the competition from other venues. 

 

Mr. Anderson said that the Hall was aging and the Committee were spending more and more money each year 

on upgrading it, especially to make it more energy efficient as there was no proper insulation. 

Although there were two disabled toilet cubicles, these were not compatible with current legislation, said Mr. 

Anderson. 

 

The Hall was quite well used in the winter but poorly in the summer. 

 

Mr. Anderson said that the Treasurer, Mr. Colin Bills, who has been associated with the Village Hall since its 

inception, was finishing in that role shortly and a replacement Treasurer would soon be in place. 

 

Mr. Anderson reported that it was not easy to obtain grants as these were being mopped up by commercial type 

organisations. 

 

Mrs. Hutton said that Mr. Anderson had not made any mention in his comments about the subject of the plans 

that the Council has seen earlier for Ladies Changing rooms. 

Mr. Anderson replied that the Committee had not as yet got the money to embark on this project and although 

there were 8 or 9 teams playing girls football there were no changing facilities for them in the Hall. 

 

Ms. Pharoah asked a question regarding the amount of the charges in the Accounts from Severn Trent Water for 

the supply to the Village Hall. 

Mr. Anderson said that the situation had been resolved and that the Committee had formally written to Severn 

Trent Water asking for a copy of the report on the “leak”, but had to date not received a reply. 

 

Ms.Pharoah asked if there were adequate water saving devices in place. 

Mr. Anderson replied that there were but only partially. 

 

Mrs. Silk asked whether any comparisons had been made with other Halls regarding the rents paid by Sports 

Clubs using the facilities. 

Mr. Anderson replied that this exercise had been undertaken and that the Sports Clubs were pleading poverty. 

 

Mrs. Silk asked whether the Village Hall advertised its facilities, to which Mr. Anderson replied that this was 

done on the Village Hall Web Site. 

 

Mrs. Cooper said that the Council should congratulate the Village Hall Committee on the work they were doing 

and asked Mr. Anderson to pass on the thanks of the Council to the members of his committee. 

 

Mr. Howkins said that he had raised the subject of a Defibrillator for the village on the agenda following a 

conversation he had had with Mr. Andy Strang, who had mentioned to him that Countesthorpe Parish Council 

had installed one, in association with their Village Hall. 

 

Mrs. Hutton asked the questions, where would one be kept and who would be trained to use it. 

Mr. Howkins replied that he believed that these were in fact self instructing. 
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Ms. Pharoah said that the Council had touched on this idea previously, but that perhaps the Village Hall was not 

the best place for it to be located. 

 

Mr. Howkins suggested that Toc H might be approached on this subject. 

 

Ms. Pharoah proposed that the Council pursue the idea of a Defibrillator for the village. Mr. Howkins would do 

this. 

 

Mr. Howkins mentioned that he had placed the subject of the Chairman’s Walk on the agenda for discussion 

and that he was happy to follow the same procedure as had taken place last year. 

Mrs. Silk said that she was not happy to follow what had taken place in 2012 as it was very uneven, not time 

equal and was not in fact a Chairman’s Walk in the sense that she perceived the idea. 

Mrs. Silk said that members lived in different areas of the village and brought issues to the table that they had 

seen where they lived in addition to general village matters which were then discussed and actioned. 

 

Ms. Pharoah said that over the previous two years as Chairman, the Parish Walk had been redefined as a way to 

systematically cover the whole village area by area. 

 

Ms. Pharoah proposed, Mrs. Cooper seconded that with amended maps the same system be used for the 

Chairman’s walk this year. 

There 3 members in favour of the proposal and 2 against. 

 

Playground report: 

 

The contents of the reports were noted. 

 

Councillor’s Surgery Report: 

 

The Parish Council Surgeries held on Monday 8
th

 July between 5 pm and 7 pm and the one held on Thursday 

11
th

 July between 10am and 12 noon at the Library were tabled for the meeting.     

    

Councillors attending Mon:  Mrs. D. Cooper and Mrs. E. Hutton. 

             Thurs: Mr. M. Howkins and Ms. C. Pharoah. 

 

Points raised: 

 

a) Broadband access problems – the parishioner was referred to Internet provider, BT or OFCOM. 

b) Coates Yard development – feedback of Parish Council discussion at June meeting to a parishioner. 

c) Community Speed Check Watch – does it still exist?  Answer Yes. 

d) Parking on the bend outside Cosby Parish Church –this is a dangerous area for parking and traffic 

travelling along the road. 

e) Appreciation of Parish Council Meeting agendas on the web site, enabling parishioners to check on 

items of interest and concern. 

 

Mrs. Hutton said that in connection with the proposed development of the Coates Yard it was essential that the 

name be retained. 

 

Mr. Howkins asked that the Clerk write to both the Parochial Church Council and the Police on the subject of 

parking on the bend outside the Church. 
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Memorials: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following memorial application had been received. 

 

W.W.Busby & Sons.  Ref: All polished Dark Grey Granite Memorial the late Martin & Myra Monaghan. 

 

It was proposed by Ms. Pharoah, seconded by Mrs. Hutton that this application be approved. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Planning Applications: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following Planning applications had been received. 

 

a) Mr. & Mrs. S. Crispin.  75, Narborough Road,   First floor front extension. 

 

b) Mr. J. Gilbert.                Land off Countesthorpe Rd. Erection of stable & utility 

       Blocks, creation of hard standing, 

       2 metre high boundary fencing &    

       gate and installation of septic tank. 

 

There were no observations made on application (a) 

 

With regard to application (b) the following points were raised. 

 

There is exactly the same issue relating to this application with regard to traffic matters as related to a previous 

application, which when it went  to appeal, was lost. 

The application seems to be for a Utility Block which is far in excess of what might be required for horse 

stables. 

 

The Clerk was asked to write and object to this planning application. 

 

Planning Approvals: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following Planning approvals had been received. 

 

Crawford & Co.  Trees at Brooke House School Croft Rd.   Dated 30.04.13. 

Mrs. J. Franklin. 2, Bakery Close. Removal of leylandii trees.  Dated 21.05.13. 

 

Authorisation of the Accounts: 

 

The Clerk reported that the following accounts had all been paid. 

 

D & G Drains.   Village Hall Car Park.    £    420.00 

Blaby District Council  Litter Collections. April – June.  £ 1,097.30 

D.T.M. Gardens Ltd.  Invoice No. 5409    £    815.40 

Street Orderly. (1)  June.      £    353.67 

Street Orderly. (2)  June.      £    211.90 

Cemetery Attendant.  June.   + Petrol £ 29.19   £    428.18 

Clerk’s Salary   June      + Phone £ 12.43 + Postage £8.49 £    944.10 

Douglas Tonks Ltd.   Payroll Administration x 2   £    885.77 

E On Electricity.        £    119.08 
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Post Office Ltd.   Re-Direction Service.    £      21.00 

Mrs. D. Cooper.   Village Planters.    £     20.00 

Severn Trent Water.  Cemetery Water rates.    £     14.28 

Mrs. D. Cooper.  Plants.      £     16.45 

 

 

Thanks were expressed to Mrs. Cooper for the plants that had been purchased for the village and also on behalf 

of the Village Hall. 

 

It was proposed by Mr. Cave, seconded by Ms. Pharoah that the foregoing accounts be adopted. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

Other Business: 

 

Mrs. Hutton said that she had received complaints from neighbours about the state of the pavement resurfacing 

work that had been done recently in Chapel Lane. 

 

Mrs. Hutton mentioned the state of the brook outside the residence of Mr. Tudor Thomas which she said; he 

was clearing out, as it hadn’t been done for a very long time. 

 

Mrs. Hutton reported on the amount of rubbish that was being deposited onto the park along its boundary with 

the houses in White Barn Drive. 

 

Mrs. Cooper asked if the Clerk would continue to be persistent with the District Council on the subject of 

TPO’s. 

Mrs. Cooper asked if the Clerk would see that Bramble Walk was flailed in the very near future as per the 

agreement with DTM Gardens. 

Mrs. Cooper also asked if the hedge by the Bus shelter on the Village Hall Car Park could be hand weeded. 

 

Mrs. Cooper said that she would provide the Clerk with the contact person to repaint the Bus shelter on 

Broughton Road. In addition Mrs. Cooper asked if the Clerk could ask the County Council to look at the 

condition of the hedge along Narborough Road backing onto Gimson Avenue which she said needed attention. 

 

Mrs. Silk asked if the Clerk had any further information about the situation relating to the Red Telephone Box 

in the Nook, which at one time had been offered to the Parish Council, to take over responsibility for. 

The Clerk said that he had enquired some time ago on this matter but had been told that the District Council had 

no further news on this issue, but that he would write yet again to see what the current position might be. 

 

Mrs. Silk raised the matter of a hole in the grass areas in Chiltern Avenue. 

The Clerk would follow this up with the County Council. 

 

Ms. Pharoah asked if it would be possible for the Clerk to publish the full agenda for Council meetings on the 

Village Notice Boards. 

The Clerk said that this was quite possible and would be done from now on. 

 

Ms. Pharoah raised the problem concerning the cobble stones in the Nook. 

The Clerk would bring this situation to the attention of the County Council. 

 

Mr. Anderson said that it had been brought to his attention that there were cars being driven across the grass 

area at the end of Severn Close so as to gain access onto Cambridge Road.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 



This was extremely dangerous said Mr. Anderson, and he wondered whether the County Council might be 

approached to place strategic bollards at this location to deter motorists from continuing this practice. 

The Clerk replied that he would ask if this might be a possible solution. 

 

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

          .................................................... 

          Mr. M. Howkins. Chairman. 
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